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To the Reverend. 


Mr. Javzs. FismeR 


Miaiter of the Goſpel in the Aſſociate 
een at Glaſgow ke 


CONCERNING. 


His Review of the Preface to a Narrative 


of the extraordinary Work at Kilfth, Nc. 
vw H EREIN 


The d Preface i is vindicated in what bath an 


FR N to ſaid . 8 


5 
ho ; 
— — * 


6— 


. An, ander that Helios that? 2 he la 


* dice, the Colour is ſuitably repreſented: to the 
ru ſtrange. to think What à Judgment 
. an evil Eye doth paſs on the ſpotleſs Ways of the 


Lord, yea, with what Satisfaction an im mpoiſon- 


ed Nature doth ſeek to ſtrengthen itſelf” 


Mr. Flem. Great Appear. Edit. 16784 . 20k 5 


|  Invidus alterius mocreſcit rebus opimis. $ 
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Dear Brother, 


Y- ſecond Letter to you, which I hope 
you have received, ended with your 
Attack upon Mr. Edwards Sermon, 
and where you begin to nibble at my 

5 | Preface, and the good Work I am 

e called to vindicate. : 

I have, with a great deal of Pleaſure and Satif- 

faction, read over 4 ſecond Edition of the Reverend 
Mr, Webſter's Letter concerning Divine Influence the 
true Spring of the extraordinary Work at Cambuſlang, 

Dc. with a Preface, and ſeveral Additions in anſwer 

to your Review; — And ſhall, as I go along, inſert 

br refer to the Obſervations he hath made with fo 
much Strength and Clearneſss. 8 
As the Subject of this Letter is the Vindication of 
the bleſſed Work at Cambuſlang, 7 &c. from 
ſome of the Objections you and others have made 
againſt it, el theſe taken from the bodily Ef- 
fects which attend it in ſome particular Inſtances ; it 
cannot but tend to clear the Subject, as it is contro- 
verted, to them who deſire and ſeek to find Truth, 
that I give firſt of all the true State of the Queſtion 
as it is debated between you and us. 
Firſt, The Queſtion is not, Whether the bodily 
Diſtreſſes attending this Work upon ſome, be Con- 
victions? as the Reverend Mr. Ralph Erskine ſeems 

| inclined to ſtate the Queſtion in his Sermon, THE 

TRUE. CHRIST NO NEW CHRIST, p. 25. he faith, 
„ * 


of Englaud, reprints 


The hft is aſſerted by, us, but not the 


New and ſtrange Sort of Convictions are to be ſus» 
ſpected; if, inflead of Convittions, we hear of Con- 
pulſjons, bitter Outcryings, Frights, Fainzings and 
Foamings, How deluſive is the Work ? -—— 1 do aſſure 
Tou, Ir, We do not aſſert, that any of theſe are 
Tad ebe 3 00 000 * far * 5 10 0 5 111 
, and others haye expre red to the World, 
that we do not think that. theſe Things conſidered 
in themſelves are Evidences of Perſons being under 
any Operations of the Spirit of God. See p. 13. of 
my Preface, How unfair was it then in our Bro- 
cher te inſinuate to the Populace, as if we gave out, 
that Conyulſions, bitter Qutcryings, c. were Con- 
victions? How bitter is his Spirit, when he throws 
n Foamings into the Number of. bodily. Diſtreſ- 
, of which 1 never heard an Inftance 3 It were to 
be wiſhed that we Miniſters were under ſuch Im- 


| 727 ons, when in His Preſence who is greatly to be 
ea 


are in the Meetings of his Saints, as will make us 
take heed that we {peak nothing againſt the Truth, 
but for the Truth. We aſſert nothing here but 
what he himſelf hath declared were his Sentiments, 
in his Letter to e a Miniſter of the Church 
in the End of Mr. Webſter's 

etter, 


Neither, 2dby, is this theQueſtion, Whether theſe 
bodily Effects arc the immediate Work of the Spirit 
of God in thoſe who are the Subjects of them? but, 
Whether theſe ' Convictions, Fears, and Joys, of 
Which the Holy Spirit is the Author, 1 in ſome 


„ 
* 


Conſtitutions, produce naturally ſuch 1855 2 — 
r as 
Author of the Introduction to the Wonderful Nar- 
rative endeavours. unfairly to infinuate. 
_ 34ly, The State then of the Queſtion is preciſely this, 
Whether the bodily. Diftreſſes mentioned are ſo incan- 
ſiſtent with a Work of the Spirit of God upon the Soul, - 
either Con viction or Conſolation, as that, when theſe 


* 


5 h 
take . it N Ie the Work mu 

es God, 17 of the Devil, and a Ht of — 2 
aſſert, That they are not inconſiſtent with a 

Work « of che Spirit of God upon the Soul, but may 


ſome Wie Attend it, and even . W 


from it. 


b du A pear in your Review. main 

pore ide Side of the Queſtio Wa That ingthe de bo- 
iſtreſſes are not conſiſtent with a Work. of the 
455 of God upon the Soul; that they ca 
from it; and that, where they are, the Work is dia- 
bolical and deluſive; tho it muſt be own'd 4708 

bave done this in an inconſiſtent and contradicto 
Way. as ſhall be ey 5 af in our * 
Is indeed you muſt or you ſay no- 
of 15 to the Purpoſe; as ae obſerves, p. 6. 
e ee to | to his Letter; ; and, as he further ob- 
ſerves, vou have never Te ng "the leaſt Proof of 
this ſtrange Aſfertion.— The Obſervationsin my Pre- 
face were deſigned to remove the Objection againſt 
this Work taken from the bodily Effects in ſome, and 


to ſhew. that they were not inconſiſtent with a Work 


of the Spirit of God. Your Reflections upon theſe 
Obſervations evidently ſhew, that either you main= 


tain their Inconſiſtency with a Work of the Spirit, 


or incline to appear to, your Party as if you did this, 
and thereby to lead them to a9 U or humour —_ 
in the doing of it. 

Before I proceed to examine your Anſwers to 
Obſervations, I ſhall preſent you ànd iny Readers wi 


a remarkable Paſſage from, the late — 1 and b ; 


Mr, dn. Whence it a that upon this 
Queſtion he was of the ſame | e with — 
namely, That bodily Effects may not o 

fiſtent” with a Work 5 the Spirit of God, wird 
Effect of it in ſome. Conftitutians, 


This Paſſage, ſo ſuitable to this extraordinary 22 


troverſy with you, is to be found, Survey 
TE Antichriſt, p. 303 & 304. For 2 15 
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rings and Stirrings of the Soul, that flow from the Spi. 


rir, be warranted by the Word; yet I'm aſſured ſoms 


are, and have been, even in our Time, ſo changed 
from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord, 755 
their Faces have ſhined like the Face of an Angel: They 
have been at Singing, and a Deſire to ſhout for 2775 
yea, to leap and dance; and have been ſo filled with 
the Fulneſs of God, that they 'could not ſpeak; and 
have been like Veſſels filled with new Wine, that wan- 
ted Vent; that one ſaid, Lord, hold thy Hand, thy 


Servant is an old Veſſel, and can hold no more of 


thy new Wine; and another cried, Full, full, pained 
with a Fulneſs of God, with Marrow and Fatneſs; 
Which Iam ſure is the Joy unſpeakable and gloriou: 
Rn et. i. 8. and the begun Fulneſs of God, 

ph. iii. 19. and a bodily een s for Chriſt, 4 
Fit F the Swoon that John fell into, Rev. i. 17. And 


when I faw him, ' I fell at his Feet as dead. I is 


true, that was a prophetical Extaſy in John, like that 


Daniel x. 7, 8, 9, 15: in which the Operations f 
the" bodily Senſes, or organical Actions, were ſu- 
pended; * as the Prophets in theſe Caſes could not 
wor drink: So, by Proportion here, I know ſome 

eſs, Trembling, and deprived of 

the Uſe of the Body for a Time, which I judge to be 
a Trembling at the Word. Om a-dying ſaid, I feel a 
ſtrong rank Smell of Perfume; and the Sweetneſs 1 
feel, but cannot ſpeak. Another ſaid, I enjoy, 1 
Sijoy. "Another, I ſee Heaven open, and the high. 
one prepared. Another could do nothing but 


eat nor 


fericken with Halen 


3 CEN © ov 
ſmile, and look like Heaven. All theſe to me are the 


Overbank and high Tides of the Spirit by way of Re- 


dundency acting on the Body, becauſe of its near Union 
with' the Soul, and I know warranted by the Word, 
produce no ne Doctrine; but how the Word and Spi- 
rit in theſe Actings are united and move together, I 
confeſs I am ignorant. 3 
I and others aſſert nothing in this Queſtion, but 


what this learned and godly Jaint maintained in his 


Day 


of I e ee TR TSS Sd 2 
1 ren IERETI” 


x 


Day before us, MO Ln, very painful an un- 
; ets Effects upon the od J are ſo Ar from being in; 
compatible — 8 the Spirit's Work of Co As and 
Conſolation upon the Soul, that they may be the 
Effects of it; And this is what I endeavoured to ſup- 
port and vindicate in my Preface. ' How far you have 
weakned what I advanced, come now to examine; 
What Remarks of mine may be the ſame with Mr. 
Edwards, as you obſerve by the by, are not the worſe 
_ this; 1 jud; ed them Joodfal þ in carrying on the 
Auf fel as laid in my Preface. 
firſt Remark is, That there are ome who Is 
not T5 out in the Congregation, neither have any 
of the forefaid bodily Seizures, who have been under. 
a Law-work for . — Months, and are, as far as we 
can know the State of another, ſavingly converted: 
And there are others who have been under the ſevereſt 
bodily Diſtreſs, in whom the Work of Conviction 


and Converſion, as to the main Strokes of them, an- 


ſwerto the former as Face to Face in a Glaſs. Is it poſ- 
ſible then that any thinking Perſon aſl conclude that 
all is Deluſion with the latter, merely becauſe their: 
Bodies were ſtrangely diſordered, [when they were; 
at firſt awakned to feel themſelyes in 0 State of Sin and; 
Wrath,] ſeeing there are the very, ſame unconteſtible 


Evidences of the Convexfion of the laſt, as there are 


of the firſt ? 


It is tobe obſerved, That in your tranſcribing, this 


Remark into your Review, p. 237 24. you leave out 
theſe Words which I have incloſed, namely, When. 


they were at firſt. awakned to feel themſelves in a State 


ould ſee by any Means of yours, that theſe bodily 
iforders were the Effects of the Subjects of them be-. 
| ing OY. to feel themſelves in a State of Sin and; 
ra | 

You give a twofold Anſwer to this Remark, whe- 
n and — or not, let the Reader 


*** 


k Sin and Wrath, as if you wereloth-that the Reader: 
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E | That Which you 95 your fiſt Anftwer is, 18. ( 
= u tho Mr. Webſter artfully infiliuates, Later, p. z. That 
1 be jt has been charged upon the Gentlemen of the 
« Seceſſion, as he calls them, and drawn as an Infe- | 
= * rence from their Writings, That not one Soul cath | 
= * he converted within the Pale 8 the eftabliſhea 
_ Church of Scotland; yet none of theſe Miniſters 

| 1 ever faid ſo, and, I believe, never thonght fo; yea, 

k „ as I hinted before, they would 


| would rejoire to fee 

[ «© Thouſands for one really converted, and that the 

1 * Gathering of the People wete indeed unto Shiloh. 

N < I' may add further, that their Charity is not ſo 
narrow, but that they think that many-ate in the 
« eſtabliſned Church, -and carried off With the De- 
juſions of che Day, who were formerly, and con- 
„ ſequenitly ſtill are, gracious Perfons, whoſe Eyes 


* 


the Lord may yet open in his Time. 3 
Mr. Webſter £ 20 the fecond Edition, juſtly ob- 
' ferves, That here you make a twofold Coticeffion ; 
Firft, That Perſons may be converted within the Palt of 
#he eftabliſhed Church of Seothnd.— How far what ou 
fay in the Aﬀter-part of your Reviews is confifterit with 
this, ſkall be afterwards noticed. It is .obyious to all, 
that your Piactice is not conſiſtent with rejoicing to 
fee Thouſands: for one really converted within the 
Pale of theeſtabliſhed Church. Ts your miſrepreſent- 
ing the Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church, patticulat- 
yy the Promoters of this Work; atid prejudicing the 
eople committed to their Charge againſt them, as 
dealing falfly from the Prophet even unto the Priefs, 
as healing the Hurt of the Lord's People flighily, ſaying, 
Peas, Place, where thittis nb Peitte; As You dd, Rev. 
|? Þ 35: is this conſiſtent with att Inclination to rejoice- 
the Converſion of Thottfards under their Miniſtry 2. 
ll. - 10 your ealhnig alf theit Hearers to deſert their Miniſtty,, 
| a and forſake Ordinances diſpenſed by them confiſtent | 
[| with it? Is your Oppoſition to this blefled Work, by, 


i | | which Numbers have been cottverted; in the Judg-: 
—_ ment of many Miniſters from different Parts of the- 
__ a Fe 193 Church, 


\ 
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de whathe ihtends=— 


$i 
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wa WA ß III 
Tour fecond Coniceffion obſetyed by Mr. elfter is; 
That Perſons, when converted, may remain in the 
eftabliſhed Cburch, and be ſo far deluded; at leaſt for 
a Time, as not to join the Seceſſion. What Mr. Webſter 
hath here obſerved may be mide uſe of afterwards 
in our Progreſs. How far all thisis an Anfwet to my 
Remark; ſet others jugge. 
Your fecond Anſwer is, The ##0nteſtible Evidences 
of Converſion, as enumerated either 75 the Narrative; 
vr by Mr. Edwards, or by Mr. Webſter, falling far 


Church, of andoubted good Chamer, ewniite 


fort of the e of . a ſaving Work of the 


Spirit of God; Perſons that have no other Evidences, 


whether ſuch as have been under the ſevereſt bodily Di- 
frreſs, or ſuch as haue had none of theſe bodily Seixures 3 


they may exactly correſpoud to one another, 4s Face 
anſwereth Fact in a Glaſs, and yes be both under 4 groſs 
Deluſion. For mj part, I ſhould think myſelf unfaith- 
ful to my Truſt, as a Miniſter, if Imade People depend 
ſolely upon ſuch Evidenies of Converſion. as I find in- 
ſiſted upon by the Promotars of this Work. ._ . 


face to his L@ter, p. 18, 16, 17, “ Happy. will it be 
% for Mr. Fiſher; if fond faithful in nd other Re- 
* ſpect! It was caly fot him to have brought the Point 
** to a ſhort Hue, by condeſcending on the Euidences 
* whence one may concdude favourably. of the State 
% of others; — or to have pointed out what Marks 


in the preſent Caſe are wanting, which forbid our 
e charitable judgment: — Here is deep Silence. — He 
2 deſires indeed ſome Scriptures to be conſidered (a): 


1 After reading them, 1 am at 4 Loß te conjecture 
. If from Ezra and others mourn- 
<* ing. over the unlawful Marriages of ſame of the 


People with Strangers, — and from the Pſalmiſt's 


* 3 Ly 
* 


3s 1285 5 os 8 e es 8 1 
(a) The Scriptures are, Ezra ix. 8 to the Cloſe. Pal. 
evi. 6, 7, & Lek. ix. 4. Rom. vil. 21, 23, 24. 
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Confeſſion, We have ſinned with-our Fathers, -- to 
gether with the Lord's Command in Ezekiel to the 


* Man with the Writer's Inkhorn, zo ſet a Mark upon 
© 1 


the Foreheads of the Men that figh and cry for all 
the Abominations that be done in the Midſt of the 
City; -— If from theſe Scriptures he would teach 
that we are to be concerned for the Sins of others, 
even the Iniquities of our Forefathers, and would 
at the ſame Time infinuate that the People in the 
Weſt have no ſuch Concern on their Spirits, — he 
will find himſelf contradicted by as many as join 
with them in their publick Miniſtrations and their 
more private Societies. — Not to ſpeak of what 
paſſes on Days of ſolemn Humiliation and Prayer, 
When do Meſſieurs M Culloch and Robe, exc. appear 
before the Lord as the Mouth of the Congregation, 
without humbly confeſſing that we with our Fathers 
have ſinned, and deeply lamenting the growing 
Impiety of the Age? — Is it not expreſly ſaid in the 
following Letter, that the Subjects of this Work 
have an affecting Senſe of Sin, not only as the 
Ruin of the Creature, but as diſnonouring to a kind 
and loving Saviour? And every one knows, that 
the neceſſary Conſequence of ſuch Views are Grief 
and Sorrow for Sin, in whomever it appears. Nay, 
we find them ſo pained for the Iniquity and wretch- 
ed State of others, as to ufe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours within their proper Sphere, that ALL Ranks 
may be brought humbly to acknowledge their Ini- 


quities, & ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt (b). 
In a Word, if we form juſt Concluſions from their 


profeſſed Concern for Chriſt's Intereſt, and ſeem- 
ing Love to the dear Redeemer, we muſt allow that 
Rivers of Water run down their Eyes becauſe Men 
tranſgreſs the Divine Lau; — and that it would not 
be eaſy to ſay what are their anxious Cries and Tears 


in the Preſence of the God of all Grace, becauſe 
(b) Page 7. of Mr. Febſter's Letter, firſt Edit, 


« they 


5 % T9 2 
* they dwell among a People of unclean Lips. uty 
6 if Mr. Fiſher would inſinuate that they have mad 
no ſuch Acknowledgment as their former Iniquities 
and preſent high W ge call for, this I believe 


* they will readily own; but neither have the many 
others in the Church of Scotland, -- whom notwith- 
« ſtanding he allows to be in a gracious State. So that 
* ſtill there is no eſſential Mark wanting. I ſuppoſe, 
from Paul's Conflict with a Body of Sin and Death, 
„Mr. Fiſher would have the Reader infer, that the 
«© Subjects of this Work, who tis believed are in a 
« hopeful Way, — have no ſuch Senſe or Concern be- 
« cauſe of remaining Corruption. He will therefore 
* ſuffer me to N 54 that the Narrative particularly 
* ſpeaks of their Grief when vain Thoughts fill their 
« Mind, and Reſtleſneſs till they recover their former 
« Spirituality (c); and that, after all their Attain- 
ments, they are ſtill deeply ſenſible of the Re- 
* mainders of Evil that cleave to them and others in 
« this imperfect State (d). * Wi! 
Mr. Webſter hath clearly proved, that the Evidences 
he had given in his firſt Letter are ſuch diſtinguſhing 
Marks of Grace, as warrant us to conclude Perſons 
converted who have them. I have likewiſe, I hope, 
proved the fame in my firſt and ſecond Letters con- 
cerning theſe Evidences brought by the Narratiye 
(which TI underſtand to be of the Work at Cambuſlang) 
and by Mr. Edwards. — I am obliged to you, my dear 


Friend, that you do not call into Queſtion the Eviden- 


ces J have given of a ſaving Work of the Spirit in my 
Addreſs to your Aſſociate Presbytery, Preface, p. 17. 
which I concluded thus ; — Theſe are the Fruits of 
it in many; and do not theſe ſufficiently difference 
this Work, both from the common Work of the 
Spirit of God upon Hypocrites, and from the De- 
“ luſions of Satan? I know, from what you have 
preached and written, you will not adventure to 
| | SE publish 
(c) Atteſtation 9. (4) Atteſtation 7, N&W. 
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& publiſh. that they do not; And indeed this yay 
have not ventured to do in any Part of your Review. 


| Page in Fact, they are no other than what the fore- 


faid Writers have given, and what the famous Mr, 
Dickſon reduceth to theſe Three, in his Therapeutica Sa- 
era, as ſufficient Evidence of a faving Work of the 


Spirit, p. 303- 1. He is burdened with Sin. 2. He 
cometh to Chrift for Relief. 3. He puts on Chriſt's Yoke, 


Mat, xi. 28, 29. If 4 Man have theſe three Properties 
Jointly in him, he is a regenerate Man, and may defend 
his Intereſt (in the State of Grace). to Righteouſneſs and 
eternal Life through Jeſus Chriſt, This is the Evi- 
gence he continues to make uſe of all alongſt through | 
that excellent Book. It is by ſuch Evidence as this, 


hat judged in Charity the Perſons ſpoken of in my 


Remark were converted. You ſhould therefore have 
honeſtly and ingenuouſly declared, whether, ſuppo- 
fing ſuch Evidences being alike in both Sorts, and 


anſwering the one to the other as Face to Face in a 


Glaſs, theſe who were under bodily Seizures were 
under a Deluſion, merely becauſe they came under 
them when they were firſt awakned to feel themſelves 
under Sin and the Wrath of God. But this you have 
not ventured to do, and ſo have left my firſt Remark 
entire and unanſwered as you found it. | 
The ſecond Remark in my Preface is, p. 8. There 
* are few. obſerving Perſons who have not ſeen 
* ſudden Fears, and great Sorrow upon world} 
F* Grounds, cauſe Faintings, hyſterick Fits, Fac f 
« fions, bodily Agonies and Strugglings. The Apo- 
« file ſaith, Worldly Sorrow worketh Death, What 
** Reaſon can be aſſigned, why legal Terrors and 
* Fears, a ſtrong Apprehenſion of the Wrath of God 
in Perſons | who know not hut the Sentence of Con- 
f* demnation-may be executed upon them immedi- 
75 ately] ſhould not have the like Effects upon their 
Bodies? [eſpecially conſidering that the Cauſe and 
£ Reaſons of their Fears are incomparably juſter and 
2* Sreater? Seyeral of us Miniſters have long ere 
N ** POW 


* now ſeenPerſons diſtracted, as Hemany w ith 
& the Terror 2 Cod; Ll add. IP 
This Remark, in your quoting it, Review, p. 24, 25, 
is much mangled | 
incloſed, in which the chief Strength of the Argy- 
ment lay, are altogetherleft out. You anſwer, That 


As I have this Remark entirely from Mr. Edwards, ſo 


you have anſwered it above. Whether have it from 


Ar. Edwards or not, I am fure you have not an- 


ſwered it above. You had no Occafion from any 
fuch Remark in what of Mr. Edwards Sermon you 
meddled with; and, if you or any for you will ſhew 
me when you have anſwered it, 1 ſhall acknowledge 
my Miſtake. How amazing then is your Confidence, 
to aſſert ſo deliberately what is not? | 
You ſubjoin, It is obvious to any that underſtands 
Philoſophy, or common Senſe, that theſe bodily Agita- 
tions and Agonies can be nothing elſe but the Effects 
a ſtrong Impulſe upon the Imagination, and cannot pof- 
ſibly be the immediate Effetts of any Actings of the 
ſuperior Faculties of the Soul, ſuch as the Underſtanding 
and Will; theſe can produce no ſuch Effects as are here 
mentioned, Here then we muſt a-new engage with 
your Philoſophy, and are forced to, diſcover, that 
what you have in this Paragraph is the Reverſe of 
Philoſophy, Divinity, and common Senfe. .You fay, 
That theſe Agonies, &C. cannot be the immediate Ef- 
fefts of the ſuperior Faculties of the Soul, ſuch as the 
Will and the Underſtanding, and therefore muſt be the 
Effect of an Impulſe upon the Imagination. There can 
be no Conſequence more glaringly falſe ; for tho' we 
ſhall not conſider here the Affeckions as Properties of 
the Will, as ſome Philoſophers and Divines do, 55 
conſidered as the inferior Faculties of the Soul, they 
are diſtin& from the Imagination: May not then 
theſe Agonies be the immediate Effects of theſe Fears 
and Sorrows which belong to the inferior Faculties 
of the Soul as much in ſpiritual Concerns as in world- 
ly and natural Concerns? It was this I aſſerted in ye 
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Further, altho 


| 1 % Oo 5 
Remark; and a Reaſon is wanted why an Apprehen- 
fion and Fear of God's Wrath, becauſe of Sin, might 
not in an equal Degree, and in ſome Conſtitutions, 
roduce theſe Effects as readily as a Fear of natural 
vil ? But this you have not thought fit to aſſign. 
that theſe bodily Agonies be not the 
immediate Effects, yet they are Effects of the Under- 


ſtanding and Conſcience, Convictions in theſe awak- 


ned to a Sight and Apprehenſion of Sin, and con- 
vinced of the dreadful Wrath of God due becauſe of 


it, produce horrible Fears and Sorrows ; and theſe a- 


gain produce immediately, in ſome Inſtances, the bo- 
dily Effects in queſtion : So that they are the imme- 
diate Effects of the inferior Faculties of the Soul. 
You, who deal ſo much in Philoſophy, might have 
remembred, Quicquid eft cauſa, cauſa eſt etiam cau- 
ſa cauſati. So that you ſee the ſuperior Faculties of 
the Soul can produce ſuch Effects as here mentioned. 

VLVour Inference is yet more ſurprifing ; And there- 
fore, ſince it is not pretended in the preſent Caſe, that 
theſe Faintings, Convulſions, &c. are the Effects of 
ſudden Fear or Grief on worldly Grounds, it is impoſ- 

bbie but that they muſt flow from a worſe Cauſe. It 


is not pretended that theſe bodily Diſtreſſes are the 


Effecis of ſudden Fear or Sorrows upon worldly 
Grounds ; but it is aſſerted, that they are the Effects 
of an Apprehenſion and Fear of the Wrath of God 
becauſe of Sin. Is this a worſe Cauſe? Is it not a 
juſter Cauſe than any Fear upon worldly Grounds ? 
s it impoſſible that legal Fears and Terrors can be 
of an equal or ſuperior Degree to natural Fears, and 
ſo produce like bodily Effects in like Conſtitutions ? 
It was not upon any worldly Ground that Moſes ſaid, 
Hieb. xii. 21. 1 exceedingly fear and quale: Did it 
therefore flow from a worſe Cauſe ? The Royal 
Pſalmiſt faith, Pſal. cxix. 120. My Fleſh trembleth for 
fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Judgments. This 
was not upon any worldly Ground ; Did it therefore 
flow from a worſe Cauſe? The only Reaſon that 1 
| | Can 


* 8 


dan find you offer for the ſtrange Impoſſibility you 
aſſert is, The Seat of the Operations of. the Holy Spirit 
is the ſuperior Powers of the Soul. In anſwer, firſt, 1 
ſuppoſe you mean, that the only Seat of the Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit is the 2 Powers of the 
Soul. Suppoſing this, your Con l is not good: 
For, as has been already ſhewed, the Holy Spirit 
convinceth the Mind and Conſcience of Sin and 
Wrath by the Law; theſe Convictions produce Fears 
and Sorrow, and theſe again affect the Body in ſome. 
For, who can be eaſy, either in Body or Mind, un- 
der the Thoughts of having God for his Enemy, and 
under the Proſpect of getting Hell for his Portion? 
z2dly, Do not all Divines aſcribe a Work of Com- 
punction unto. the Holy Spirit? and is not this Work 
chiefly upon the Affections and inferior Faculties of 
the Soul? Are not Fears and Sorrows among the prin- 
cipal Effects of this Work? Charnock, who was both 
a great Philoſopher and Divine, aſcribes thir Fears, ſo 
far as they are not ſinful, to the Holy Spirit, Vol. 2. 
p. 577. © The Spirit ſprings up Fears in the Soul, at 
i the Conſideration of this State; Fears, ſo far as 
c they are not finful, are the Work ot the Spirit, as 
* a Spirit of Bondage.” So that you ſee the infe- 
rior Faculties of the Soul are the Seat of the Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, as wellas the ſuperior. 3dly, 
This groſs Error 9 is contrary to the Doctrine 
of Regeneration, Converſion and Sanctification de- 
livered in the Holy Scriptures: There we are taught, 
that the Change is univerſal upon all the Powers and 
Faculties of the Soul, yea, upon the whole Perſon; 
that it is a new Man, and a new Creature: And, if 
it be ſo, hath not the Holy Spirit, as the Seat of his 
Operations, all the Powers and Faculties of the Soul, 
yea, the whole Man ? The holy Apoſtle thought ſo, 
when he prays, 1 Theſſ. v. 23. And the very God of 
Peace ſantlify you wholly: And I pray God your 
whole Spirit and Soul and Body be preſerved blamele(s 
, unto the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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CY 
Fou add, Satan has eaſy Atceſs to the Dliagination : 
All horrible or pleaſing viſionary Repreſentations; that 
ure formed there, are from him only, 2 Theff. ii. 9, 
10, 11. Firſt, If this were true, what then? Can 
You infer from this, that all theſe Apprehenſions and 
Fears of Wrath, in a Law-work, which affect the 
Body in any Degree, are from the Deyil? What if, 
in ſome few particular Inſtances, there ſhould be ſome 
TOs made upon the Imagination of Perſons 
er a Work of Conviction, that he may mar this 
Work, and do what he can to drive Perſons to de- 
fpair ; will it follow from this, that the Spirit of God 
$ not at Work upon the Soul; more than from Sa- 
ta#'s intermeddling evidently to mar the Work in any 
other Shape? For, as the laſt-quoted learned Man 
Aith, Vol. 2. p. 591. In Convictions begun by the 
« Spirit, Satan doth intereſt himſelf; and; if he 
cannot ſtifle them, he endeavours to increaſe 
„ them.” 24ly, What you fay here is not true; 
for Satan is ſo far from having eaſy Acceſs to the Ima- 
- Fination, that he has no Acceſs to it without the Di- 
vine Permiſſion, Enough has been faid to ſhew that 
Horrible or vifionary Repreſentations formed upon the 
Imagination are no Part of this bleſſed Work, and 
yet may in ſome very ſingular Inſtances attend it 
without being from the Devil: The Humours of the 
Body, diſordered by any Cauſe, may be ſufficient to 
produce this Effect, without the Agency of evil Spi- 
Tits. It is far then from being true, that they are all 
of them from the Devil. To ſet this then in ſome 
further Light once for all; Whence was that vifio- 
tary Repreſentation upon Abraham's Imagination, 
When he was in a deep Sleep, Gen. xv. 12. And when 
the Sun was going down, a deep Sleep fell upon Abri- 
ham; and lo, an Horror of great Darkneſs fell upon 
him: Will you fay; this was from the Devil? 
Mr. Livingſton tells, in his Life, That, being un- 
der ſome Heavineſs becauſe he had no Experience of 
the fad Exercifes of the People at — = 
| __ 1*:tNg 


0 
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„ 


| ( by } 
Kain, #'Phir one Night, in che Dean of Xmarwock; 


e Mlaſt of my Sleep, chere came upon m 
7 55 Terror of e Wham of God; that if it had 


" increaſed a ſmall ee higher, or contifiged 4 


„ Minute longer, I ha Gat in as dreadful a Cone 
% dition av ever living Man was in; but it Was in- 
i ſtatitly removed, afid I thought it was ſald t6 me 
50 Within m bs Klar l. See hat 4 Fool thon art, #6 de- 
= bo ty tho eonld}Þ not endure,” Will you 
allo" ſy that this: Was pe. the Devil? Wheh you 


ſhew how the Scripture you quote is applied by o 


to ſupport your erroneous and extravagant Aſſertions 
it will be be Time enough to give an Anſwer, And 
now I conelude, 8 m nd Remark remains 
untouched and unanſwered by you. 

The third Remark in my Preface is, There i is much 
Reaſon to conelude _ the Work of God in eon- 
22 many in ſeverul Pariſhes in the Shire of Air, 
other Places of the Welt, from 1625 to 1636; was 
aue with mueh the fame Appearances as this 

It was called the Stewarioui Sithneſ3' by the 
Nene, beeauſe of the bodily Diſtreſs Which g& 
companied it. I fhall-tratiſcribe' the ſhort Aveotitit 
which the Author of the FalfUii "+ of the eh 
gives of it, p. 264.1 miſt Here inflance 4 vety ſo- 

{© lemn and extraotdinary a of the 55 


s which about the Year 1615, ereaſter, 
„in the Weſt of Scosland, w an t wh Perſecution 
« the Church there was hot Hom the Prelafick Party: 


2 This, by the profane Rabble of that Time, was 


* called the St ewartoun — ; for in that Pari 
« fipſt, but after through muh of the Country, pat- 
* ticularly at 1yvine under the Miniftry of the amous 
% Mr. Dickſon, it was remarkable, Where it ean be 
4% faid (which diverſe Miniſters and Chriſtians yet a- 
« hve can witneſs) that, for à conſiderable Time, 


« few Sabbatbs did paſs without ſome evidently con- 
* vetted, and forte convincing Proof of the Power 


* of Gos vespa AR 9 yea, 992 
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« were ſo choaked and taken by the Heart, that; 
4 thro Terror, the Spirit in ſuch a Meaſure convin- 
« cing them of Sin, in hearing of the Word, they 
© have been made to fall over, and thus carried out 
« of the Church, who afterward proved moſt ſolid 
« and lively Chriſtians. And, as it was known, ſome 
“ of the moſt groſs, who uſed to mock at Religion; 
being engaged, upon the Fame that went abroad 
cc of ſuch Things, to go to ſome of theſe Parts where 
ce the Goſpel was then moſt lively, have been effe- 
6 ually reached before their Return, with a viſible 
« Change following the ſame; and truly, this great 
« Spring-tide, which I may ſo call, of the Goſpel, 
« Was not of ſhort Time, but for ſome.Years Con- 
« tinuance: Yea, thus, like a ſpreading Moor-burn, 
te the Power of Godlineſs did advance from one Place 
* to another, which put a marvellous Luſtre on theſe 
Parts of the Country, the Savour whereof brought 
* many from other Parts of the Land to ſee the Truth 
c of the ſame.” The Similitude and Likeneſs of 
this Work amongſt us, unto that referr'd to, ſeems. 
evident; And can theſe bodily Effects mentioned be 
juſt Grounds of Objection againſt this Work now, 
and not alſo againſt the other? 
To the fatisfying Anſwer which Mr. Webſter has gi- 
ven to your Exceptions againſt this Remark, Letter, 
Nan dit. marginal Note, p. 39, 40, 41. I beg 
Leave to add the following Things; 1ſt, You are 
leaſed to obſerve, that there is the wideſt Difference 
tween this preſent Work and the Work of God at 
Stewartoun; becauſe © the Author of the Fulfilling 
* of the Scriptures is there giving Inſtances of the re- 
“ markable Outlettings _— the Spirit attending the 
% Miniſtry of theſe who were honoured to be moſt 
<<. inſtrumental in carrying on Reformation-work, 
„ c. . By this you ſeem to inſinuate, that the Lord 
has always countenanced reforming Miniſters with re- 
markable Outlettings of his Spirit accompanying their 
Miniſtry, and that there can be no Outletting oy his 


= MR 
Spirit „ ſuch as you repre- | 
ſent us to be; for, without this, your firſt Obſervation, | 1 
pretending to ſhew the Difference between this Work 1405 
and the Work at Stewartoun, is not to the Purpoſe. 1 ; 
Both theſe are manifeſtly falſe. The Scripture-inſtan- _ 
ces of 1/aiah, Jeremiah, and of the Great PRO- TRA 
PHET himſelf in the Days of his Fleſh, ſhew it to 19 
be ſo. Were there not many reforming Miniſters, 4 
contending againſt the Corruptions of the Time, "Mid 
whoſe Miniſtry was not countenanced as theſe in a \ 
fmall Part of the Weſt-Country ? As to the ſecond, "4 
it is falſe, .by your own Conceſſion, That Perſons Wi! 


may be converted within the Pale of the eſtabliſhed | 
Church of Scotland, and a flat Contradiction to it. be 
⁊24ly, Tho' we are far from pretending to com- 1 
pare ourſelves with theſe great and good Men in their 5 
— Graces and Qualifications, yet if there could 9 
e any Advantage in a Caſe where a ſovereign Lord N 
acts not for our Sakes, but for his own holy Name's 1 
Sake, and becauſe it ſo ſeemeth good to him, as I 
am ſure there can be none; the Advantage as to Re- 
formation lies upon our Side: For we have attained, 
by the great Goodneſs of God, to that Reformation 


which theſe good Men purſued after, and which they 1 

valued when attained, long after that Period, at ano- 1 
ther Rate than you do. ' - . Wi 
| zaly, Theſe great Men ſought after Reformation, 13 
and contended againſt the Evils of that Time, in 4 | 1 
Way of Church-communion; they ſat in Judicatories 4 hd 
with the Prelates and their Adherents; they ſubmit- 5 
ted to their law ful Injunctions; they received Ordi- 11 
nation where the Prelates joined in the Action; they . 0 
reached with them as Occaſion offered, and would BY 
ave been ſatisfied to have received the Lord's Sup- bY 
per, if they could have been admitted to do it fit 1 
ting while others were kneeling, All this, and F [9 
much more, hath been made evident by the excel?- 5 
lent Writings of the Reverend Mr. Currie upon Sepa- 1 1 
ratien. The Principles, upon which you have 14 
1100 

40 


Gan. | 
made à Seceſſion from the eſtabliſhed Chureh of S] 
land, would much more lead pov to make a $ecel 


gon from theſe great and 2, Vere they alive 
and in the Situation referred to. 80 that your 


gd 
N — 


Obſervation, as to the Difference between theſe great 


Nen and us, comes to nothing, leaving the Advan- 


tage upon our Side. 


Ay, As to what you alledge, That the Lord's 
Work a+Itvine, at the Time mentioned, was not atten» 


ded with ſuch cloudy Appearances as cleave unta the 
frofſent Work amongſt. us.— Was not that as. cloud 

an Appearance, when they were fo choaked an 

taken by the Heart, that thro Terror they fell over 
(I ſuppoſe 200 will not quarrel the adding as dead) 
_ were ſo _ 1p of * a5 the _ 
Quteryings, ILremblings a alntings among the 
People at this Time? Would it give no Diſturbance 
in the Time of. publick Worſhip, to be carrying 


theſe ſwooning People out of the Church, eſpecially 


if there were any Number of them? You have a 
very polite and pretty Way of expreſſing this. their 


falling over as dead thro Terror, p. 28. you fay, 


Their: ſrail Bodies were inatiive. for. a_ While ; as if 


en would make your Readers think, that thro” 


erxox they fell aſleep, Pray, Sir, ſeeing 2 als 
Umitances,; 


low that this may fall out in ſome Cire 


What Reaſon, ean you. aſſign why our People, in 


D :may. nay. theo Dewar ave 
their: trail, Bodies become inactive for a While, as. 


well as; theſe? — But you ſaꝝ, Their Srail-Bodits were 


naive for, a While, withant; the leaſt Agany, Con- 
wiſer or Struggling. And ſe have! and many others. 
Wen ſome of our People with their Bodies as inactive 
for 4 While, without the leaſt Canvulſion, Struggling 
or Agony, ag. if they had been dead, while they 
had: heen hearing the Word. But who told you: 
that their Bodies were inactive for a While, without: 


the leaſt Agony, Convulſion or — Can you 


T6aſonably infer this from its not being mentioned 
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in the Suan and didnt Ares was we W it im 
the Fulilling of. the Scriptures * Philoſoglty. and com- 
mom Senſe will not warrant ſuch an Inference. 
The diſtrefled People at this are repreſemed 
by the Reverend Mr. Ralph Frstine in his Sermon, 
The true Chriſi uo nem Chrif, as People driven out 
of their Wits and Senſes, diſtempered and diftracted- 
tho 1 never ſaw one ſuch for the feweſt- Minntzs.) 
Was not the Appearance as cloudy with theſe in he 
Weſt, which gave Occaſion to ignorant People and 
proud ſecure Livets to call them the daft People of 
Stewartowng 2s you fee from the Paſſage taken from 
Mr. Robert Blair's Life, in my firſt Letter to you? _ 
Ithly, You ſay, P. 27. They had no fuch frequent | ; Ay 
Meetings ow Weekdays, as take place in be ..\: 
Caſe, to tie maniſoſt Detriment of relative and fla io 
tional Duties. The Author ſays come my fetu Sab. 1 
baths did paſs without ſome bei thy converted. 1 
Mr. Robert Blair, in — foreſai Paſlare of his Eife, 1 
relates, That as many from Stezuartomm ag were able 1 
to travel, and from — other Pariſhes, went to Yr! 
Irvine upon the Monday to hæar Mr. Dickfon's Lecture, il 
which was. followed: with much Good." So that there 
was at leaſt one Day's Weekly Meeting at Irvine; 1 
and we had no more ondinantly at Kilſyeh. Fhe 1 
more frequent Meetings at . been 
a and again ſufficiently accounted "a 
As to what you add from the Inſtance of theſ® Wl! 
in Locklear in Ireland, Mr. Mabſter replies, Term, j 5 
24 Edit. Marginal Notes, p. 4, 43, 44. 1 1 
Ihad almaſt forgot to obſerve, that Mr. Bit uy 
% ſays, p. 28. Since Meſſeurs Robe amd Webſter hive \\HY. 
©. been. ſearching the Author of the, ing of the 10 
6 Scriptures, in queſt of an Example-of this: Work, 1 
C which they — 5 I ſpall put them in mind Wo} 
„f a Paſſage: from rhe ale much nearer 1 
66. the Point im Hand in all R pearances 9 
6: Jens God. fox his Church under the New eftpment, 
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* nances ; * when others. of Satan's Devices, to ” a 
Let in the Way, had proved abortive, this great De 
ſtroyer was at laſt let looſe in a ſtrange Manner, to 


* Breathing and Panting, with ſtrange Pangs 


22 


p. 201;—— hen the Goſpel was flouriſhing in thi 
| bus Church of Ireland by the — of: ome eminent 


Servants of Chriſt, who were labouring there ſome 


* Years before theRebellion, and a moſt extraordinary 
Time of the Power of the Spirit following the Ordi- 


e- 


* 


eſſay a Counterfeit of the Work of the Lord there. This 


fir ft began about Lochlearn upon ſeveral ignorant Per- 
« ſons, who, inthe Midſt of the publick Worſhip, fell a 
F 


e Con- 
vulſions; yea, thus they were affected, whatever Bur- 


« poſe was preached, even by yu Miniſters who were 


« known. Enemies to the Trut 


« ftill increaſed through ſeveral Pariſhes for a Time. 


«+ 
6c 
66 
© 


- 


At firſt both Miniſters and Chriſtians were put to a 


* ſtand; but afterward, upon further Diſcovery of the 


Tendency. of their. Way, and finding no ſolid con- 


vincing Work, which had therewith any Senſe of their 
Sin, or Panting after a Saviour, did quickly perceive _ 


this to be one of the Depths of Satan, and his De- 


ſign to ſlander and diſgrace the Work of the Lord. 


Tea, it was evident, how ſuch did continue after- 
wards rude, profane and ignorant. Thro this En- 


gine did the Devil thus drive to beget Prejudices a- 
mongſt thoſe, who did look on at a Diſtance, againſt 


the *Power and Life of Religion. 


“ Thoſe who think, with Mr. Fiſper, that the 
People in the Weſt, affected with bodily Diſtreſs, 


were under a Poſſeſſion of Satan, ought, I appre- 


hend, fairly to conclude from the above Quotation, 


that when the Goſpel was flouriſhing in the Church 
of Scotland, — and a moſt extraordinary-Outpouring 


of the Spirit attending Ordinances, working by 
f 


theſe Means a ſaving: Change upon the Souls of 


many, accounted for by the happy Perſons accor- 
ding to. the Law :and-the Teſtimony, and this 
Change evidenced in the whole of their Walk and 


Practice, 


; the Number of which \ 


- a «% = a & << © © ,c4 


* 


(. 223+ I. 
« Practice, — che only Rules by which we can judge 
4 the State of another, — and about whom nothing 
« has appeared but what is common in other Caſes 
« when People have been awakned to a ſerious Con- 
0 cern about Religion: — That, in this great Spring- 
, tide of the Goſpel, Satan was let looſe in a ſtrange 
Manner to eſſay a Counterfeit of the Work of the 
“ Lord, — and was permitted to affect ſeveral Per- 
« ſons with Tremblings and Faintings; and thro' this 
Engine did the Devil drive to beget Prejudices a- 
«© mongſt thoſe, who did but look on at a Diſtance, 
© againſt the Power and Life of Religion.  - _ © 
„ ] appeal to every unprejudiſed Mind, if this is 
% not the fair impartial Concluſion they ought: to 
«© make; and not to infer, that becauſe ſeveral Per- 
«©. ſons were under ſatanical Influence (ſuppoſing this 
« true) and bodily Seizures, therefore the whole 
« Work, even with reſpect to others not ſo ſeized or 
« poſſeſſed, muſt be Deluſion.— Had the Author of 
« the above Remark argued in this Manner, he would 
«© have concluded this Outpouring of the Spirit in 
«« Ireland to be nothing elſe than infernal Agency. 
« But paſſing this, if the Reader ſhall compare the 


Narrative atteſted by Miniſters, the Rilſyth Narra- | if 
tive, or the 3d,—- 7. Pages of this Letter, with the | | 9 
«© above Paſſage, he will find the greateſt Difference El 


c hetwixtthe People about Lochlearn and the Subjects Ag 
of the preſent Work. Tis owned that theſe People f Wet 
© had no ſolid convincing Work, which had there- 


N 3 2 3 
_— OI i cn ad — CC; — 
* 125 by 


„ with any Senſe of their Sin; — In the preſent 1 
* Caſe they have a moſt ſolid convincing Work, at- 1 
« tended with a deep Senſe of Sin original and actual, 114 
« and that as diſhonouring to God and the Redeemer; el: 
4 ag well as ruining to themſelves.—- Thoſe. did not 9 

| 


<<. pant after a Saviour; Theſe we ſpeak of breathe — 


« after Him under every Character, and in every Re- | Id 

«< lation. Thoſe in Ireland continued ignorant; Theſe N 
„jn the Weſt have learned much of God; and of a 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom to know is Life eternal; ſo 1 
„„ « thar 7 
| | "0 
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& tat Mr: Fifſoer ſeems to think them inſpired, &i. 


16. fh, according co him, by the' Devil. | "Tis obviout 
4% (ys he, p. 38.) cothe © — F all, that the 


„ Ppople among us, be u o thoſe bodily SHizHres, 


5. preſently turn eloquent, an bi 2 
20 — Ser iptures, tho' .grofly ignorant before of "he 
6 very firſt. Principles of Relagion- ; and, if this is nd} 
b - Inſpiration, I know-not what it ii. Laſtly, Not to 
5 make any further Remarks, Thoſe in Ireland: con- 
<< tinued rude and profane; Theſe in the Weſt are 
20 civilized, their Walk and Converſation holy, and 
<« ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. So that, oll 
* the Whole, the Cafe, which Mr: Fiſher 
te brings: from Lochlearu, is as diſſimilar and oppoſite 
655 t0 the preſent, as Darkneſs is to Light, Ignorance 


can talk flutntly upon 


to Knowledge, and Vice to Religion. It indeed 


te from thence follows, and nothing more, That 
65. Perſons may fall a Breathing: and Panting as theſt 
uo had run long with firauge Pangs like Con uulßonꝭ, 
te and yet not be ſavingly convinced or converted. 
6 Who denies this? Is it not acknowledged in ſo 
1% many Words, p. 31. of this Letter? But does it 
6 not Iikewiſe follow from the other Paſſage cited 
© out of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures, p. 38. of this 


Letter, that Perfons may through Terror fall out 


e in bearing of the Word, and be carried out of tht 
* Church, and their Convictions ROY 
&© have a faving Iſſue? which. is ſufficient in ſuppo 


* of the preſent Argument. And both Paſſages, taken 


« together, ſhew to Demonſtration, as we have ob- 
1 ſerved, p. 31. That there is no 3 from 
« Effects upon the Body, as tothe Nature of the Work 
% upon the Mind, either one Way or the other.”  * 
Thus far Mr. Wal ſter to which I ſhall add, Firſt, 
That Mr. Robert Blair, in his Life, gives much the ſame 
Account of this Affair with Mr. Fleming; only what 
Mr. Fleming calls the Devil's eſſaying by theſe Inſtan- 
ces a Counterfeit of the Work of the Lord there, Mr. 
Blair words it thus, By this Stratagem bs (viz. abs Pe⸗ 
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v Maping the Ape, upon ſome ignoram Perſons 
counterfeit the Work of the Lond, Now, J leave it to N 
the * of the unprejudiſed Reader, if there 4 
be not Ground from this to infer, that there were In- 1 
ſtances of bodily Diftreſſes, as the Effects of a Work F 
of Conviction iſſuing in Converſion, in ſome Perſons AY 
Tong the great Numbers of theſe, converted about 1 
that Time by the Miniſtry of Mr. Blair, Mr. Living- 
ſton, &c. of which theſe in Lochlearn were a Counters . 
feit and Apeing: For can there be Copies without Origi- 5 
nals, or Counterfeits without Realities? It is plain, that 11 
it was not the ſpiritual Exerciſes of the Lord's People At 
which were counterfeited ; for tis obſerved, that there 
was nothing of theſe to be obſerved in them: But the 
Apeing and Counterſeiting ſeems to have been of theſe 
bodily Diſtreſſes, which ſome of the really Awakned 
and Conyerted had been ſeized with. This is what I 
conjecture Mr. Fleming, in the Account he gives of the 
remarkable Qutpouring. of the Spirit upon this Part 
of Ireland, calls an anuſual Motion upon the Hearers 
of the Word, p. 264. of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures ; 
and, in the Account he gives of the Converſion at 
the Kirk of Shotts, he calls it a ſtrange unuſual Motion 
of the Hearers, the ſame Page. In Mr. Dichſon s Life 
there is an Account of ſuch counterfeiting and apeing 
the Work of the Lord as that at Lochlearn having fallen ; 
out at Irvine, and having been diſcovered by him by NJ 
the ſame Means as. the former ; which give Reaſon 9 
to conclude, that ſome of theſe, who were under the wh 
real Operations of the Spirit, had ſuch Diſtreſſes and "th 
Agonies upon their Bodies, of which the other wass i 
the Counterfeit. 2dly, I obſerve, That theſe great 1 
Men did not judge thoſe People at Lochlearn and Irvine 1 
to be under à Deluſion becauſe ſeized with Pangs like lt 
Convulſions, but becaufe they had not therewith any 
Seuſe of their Sin, or Panting after a Saviour; as you | 
may ſee from the Paſſage you cite from Mr. Fleming. 
Mr. Blair's Account of it is as follows; At firſt both 
“ Paſtor and People pitying them, had charitable 1 
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«© Thoughts, thinking it probable that it was the 
« Work of the Lord; but thereafter in Conference 
« they could find nothing to confirm theſe charitable 
„Thoughts: They could neither perceive any Senſe 
of their Sinfulneſs, nor any Panting after a Saviour. 
Mr. Dickſon diſcovered the like Counterfeits with him, 
and judged of them by the ſame Rule. So that you 
ſee there is no Reaſon to conclude ſuch of our People 
to be under a Deluſion, and like theſe at Lochlearn, 
becauſe of their bodily Diſtreſſes; Seeing they had a 
deep Sight and Senſe of their Sinfulneſs, and Panting 
after a Saviour, as Mr. Webſter hath obſerved. | 
My fourth Remark was, It is not to be forgotten, 
that in New-England, where Hundreds were affected 
in their Bodies the ſame Way ſeveral with us are, the 
moſt Part of thoſe who were thought to be. convicted, 
have continued now for ſome Years to profeſs ſeri- 
ous Rehgion, and to ratify it, without returning to 
- their former Follies: And ſhall we not hope the ſame 
of theſe converted amongſt us, ſeeing alſo they have 
continued for ſeveral Months or Weeks, ſince they ap- 
peared to be converted in a defirable Way? Eſpecially 
when ſome Parts of the moſt refined and uncommon 
Morality have been practiſed by them; of which ſome 
Inſtances may be given in the following Narrative. 
In anſwer to this, you only fay, As to the Work 
in New-England, the Reader may judge of it, from an 
Account given thereof, in a Proteſtation preſented to the 
Synod of Philadelphia, June 7th 1741, e. at 
Philadelphia the ſaid Year, and ſubſcribed by Twelve 
Miniſters and Eight Elders, where ſpeaking of Mr. 
Gilbert Tennent, and others of Mr. White eld's Ad- 
herents, they teſtify, p. 11. againſt ©* their preaching 
„ the Terrors of the Law in ſuch Manner and Di- 
& alect as has no Precedent in the Word of God, 
put rather appears to be borrowed from a worſe 
«« Dialect; — ſo induſtrioufly working on the Paſ- 
« fjons and Aﬀections of weak Minds, as to cauſe 
„them cry out in a hideous Manner, and fall down 
* : | | f RL 66 in 


e in Convulſive- like Fits, to the marring of the pro- 
6 fiting both of themſelves and others, who are ſo 
* taken 1 in ſeeing and hearing theſe odd Symp- 
“ toms, that they cannot attend to hear what the 


Preacher ſays; and then, after all, boaſting of 


* theſe Things as the Work of God, which we are 
«© perſwaded do proceed from an inferior or worſe 
“ Cauſe.” This toncurring Teſtimony of ſo many 
Miniſters and Elders of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, 
who had full Acceſs to know the State of the Matter as 
to Religion in our American Colonies, will certainly 
find Credit with all ſober and thinking Perſons. _ 


For Anſwer, I never ſaw the foreſaid Proteſtation, 


neither upon enquiring can find any Copy of it. I 
leave it to the Reader to judge whether, from the; 


many Inſtances we have had of your Manner of 


uoting the Writings of others, either he or I have 
Reaſon to take this Paſſage upon your Word? — Vet, 
ſuppoſing it to be as it ſtands in your Review, the 
following Obſervations render it altogether harmleſs 
as to the affecting my Remark. For, fa How 
far you have Reaſon to conclude that ſober and 
thinking Perſons will certainly give Credit to their 
Teſtimony becauſe they are of the Presbyteri- 
an Perſwaſion, you may judge from the Character 
vou have given of the Presbyterian Miniſters and 
ers of this whole Church, and from the Credit 
you have given, and would have all. ſober Perſons 
give, to the concurring Teſtimony of a far greater 
Number of Miniſters and. Elders of the Presbyterian 
Perſwaſion, unto the Goodneſs of this Work at 
home. Beſides, I know no more Reaſon why greater 


Credit is to be given to theſe of the Presbyterian 


Perſwaſion, than to theſe of the Congregational Per- 
ſwaſion, who are as orthodox as to the Eſſentials 
of Chriſtianity as, the former. 2dly, The Proteſta- 


tion fays not one Word 1 the Perſeverence in 


Goodneſs of Profeſſion and Practice of theſe in New- 


England of whom my 8 ſpeaks, and there- 
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fore doth not in the leaſt affect it. 3dly, It. is no- 
tour, that there are many Adverſaries to this Work 
both amongſt Minifters and People in the American 
Colonies, as well as here, and many of theſe upon 
very unjuſtifiable and unwarrantable Grounds ; a- 
mong whom theſe Minifters and Elders ſeem to be, 
&athly, The whole Synod of Philadelphia, Miniſters 
and Elders, were certainly of a different and con- 
trary Opinion concerning this Work and the Promo- 


ters of it, elſe there would have been no Need of 


their giving in a Proteſtation to the ſaid Synod; for 
if theſe Proteſtors had been the Majority, we would 


| Have had an Act of Synod againſt it, inſtead of the 


Proteſtation of a few: And therefore, ſeeing that 
Credit is due to Miniſters and Elders of the Presby- 
terian Perſwaſion beyond all other Men in the World, 
all ſober and thinking Perſons, who are of this Opi- 


nion, will certainly give more Credit to the Senti- 


ments of a whole Synod, than to thoſe of a few 
Proteſtors, $thly, There are confiderable Numbers 
of Minifters, both of the Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational Perſwaſion, of good Name and Character, 
who concur from their own proper Knowledge in 
their Teſtimony to the Goodneſs of this Work, and 
the Hopefulnefs of the Subjects of it. This doth 
more than counterbalance the Proteſtation you refer 


to, ſuppoſing it had been to the Purpoſe. Laftly, 
Some of the avowed Adverſaries of this Work from 


New-England acknowledge, That to Appearance there 


is a gracious Change wrought upon a wood many 
there. This particularly the Reverend Mr. Geor 
Miſhart's Correſpondent confeſſeth, as hath been al- 


r. George 


ready obſerved in the Preface to my firſt Letter. -— 
From all this you may ſee, as the judicious and un- 
prejudiſed-Reader will, that the Proteſtation, true or 
falſe, leaves my fourth Remark in its full Strength. 

What followeth, Review, p. 30. Mr. Webſter ha- 
ying anſwered it in the Preface to his Letter, p. 27. 
marginal Note, I preſent you with it here. Mr. 


« Fiſher ſays, p. 30. It is moſt remerkuble, that, with» 
in the Space 7 leſs than Eight Months, this Work is 
«® 46 ſuddenly decaying in the Place where it 


ﬆ* as it aroſe at firſt; and, in other Places, it has be- 


% gun and decay d in much ſhorter Time, even altho" 
& all poſſible Means have been. uſed to preſerve it in 
„ Vigour. If Mr. Fiſher means that there are now 
e but very few in Cambuſtang and ſome other Places 


* to Peace and Joy of Mind in Believing: - And it 
«© may be allo true, that vaſt Numbers, whoſe Cu- 


46 riofity and Attention being awakned thro' theſe 


* unuſual Symptoms, did at firſt attend publick Wor- 

ſhip there, do now attend their own Churches, as 
is moſt reaſonable. But whereas Mr. Fiſber adds, 
„That it is happened, at leaſt to theſe. who were im- 


the true Proverb, 2 Pet. ii. 22. I hope it will give 
* him Pleaſure to be told, that he has been fo far 


© can't ſay ; but have good Authority to affirm, that 


* and Converſation.” 3 hn Ti 

I add, that (bleſſed be the Lord our Keeper) of 
all the Perſons. here, of whoſe Outgate I had con- 
ceived ſatisfying Hope, only one hath been furpriſed 
into an Act of Drunkenneſs, for which he was deep» 


ly humbled, and profeſſed the deepeſt Sorrow and 


emorſe, with Reſolutions in the Lord's Strength to 
be more watchful in Time to come, - You'll bt- 
leſs be of Opinion, that it would be unjuſt and anti- 
ſcriptual to conclude againſt the State of that Perſon 
from one ſingle Fact; and yet more unjuſt to con- 


clude againſt the Sincerity of many others, ſuppoling - 
he ſhould fall away altogether; as Mr. Webſter hath . 


well obſerved, p. 22. of his Preface, And, if 1 — 
3 | no 


e under bodily Diſtreſs, it is no doubt true; for this 
© good Reaſon, that the greater Part have attained. 


moral, aud had not a Profeſſion before, according to 
miſinformed, that the very contrary is true: What 
may have happened with reſpe& to ſome few,' I 


the many Profane, who have been wrought upon. 
till evidence a faving Change in their holy Walk 


not miſinformed, there have of late ſome alarming 
Inftances fallen out amongſt the Seceders, which may 
teach them the Danger and Unjuſtneſs of ſuch Con- 
cluſions. . ä EE 
I cannot but repreſent to you, my dear Brother, 
_ ſeeing I think you are bound in Conſcience to teſti- 
fy againſt it, that there is an obſervable Keenneſs a- 
mongſt ſeveral of your Party to find Fault where there 
is none. There is nothing more common here and 
elſewhere, than, if they ſee any of theſe People 
ſmile or be moderately cheerful, to cry out againſt 
it as a falling from Goodneſs, and returning to what 
they were before their Awakning. Vea, which is 
worſe, there is an impatient Waiting for the Halting 
of theſe new Converts, a Wiſhing and a Longing for 
it, and a Rejoicing at any Thing like an Inſtance of 
it. A Perſon of undoubted Credit told me, that one 
of your People faid to him, he hoped to ſee Scores 
of them upon the Repenting-ſtool before May. Is 
this Zeal for the Glory of God, that can wiſh, long 
for, qr rejoice in, 'the moſt wicked Perſons falling 
into Sin? It is but juſt to obſerve this, which is ſo 
notour, . that both theſe at a Diſtance from us, and 
Poſterity, may have a circumſtantial Hiſtory of what 
has fallen out at this Time. | 
Lou proceed, p. 30, 31. as followeth ; Under this 
Head Mr. Robe pretends to give Inſtances, from the 
Holy Scripture, of Things exactly ſimilar to theſe bodi- 
ly Diſtreſſes (which, he ſays, are to be found) in our 
Caſe. - But, becauſe Mr. Webſter mentions theſe In- 
ſtances more diſtinctly, I ſhall conſider them as they 
ſtand in his Letter, p. 35, 36. | | 
- The Reader will Dove, that, in the Paſſage of 
my Preface referred to, I refer to Mr. Edwards Ser- 
mon for Scripture-inſtances of this; and that you 
are ſo wiſe as to paſs over, unmeddled with, an Ob- 
ſervation. of confiderable Importance. 
As to what you have ſaid, p. 31, 32, 33. of your 
Review, upon the Scripture-inſtances cited by Mr. 
| | Webſter, 


( 31 

Webſter, the Reader will find a full and ſatisfying An- 
ſwer from the marginal Notes of his Letter, p. 33, 
34» 35» 36, 37, 3 


1 only a ou are at all Pains to ſhew, that there 
are no Scripture-inſtances of Perſons coming under 
bodily Diſtreſſes from a Work of Conviction, while 
hearing theWord; and yet, p.27. youſay, That fal- 
ling over (as dead, and being carried thus out of the 
Church) in the hearing of the Word, as in the Caſe 
of Stewartoun, is not refuſed in ſome Circumſtances. 
How is this conſiſtent with your Reaſoning againſt 
Mr. Edwards, p. 27, 28. of your Review, that every 
'Thing not recorded, as attending the ſpiritual Expe- 
nences of the Saints, is contrary to Scripture-exam- 
ple; which is the ſame Thing, in this Caſe, as to be 
excluded by a Scripture-rule ? Do you not here ma- 
nifeſtly contradi& yourſelf ? If you fay, that there 
are Scripture-inſtances of-Perſons falling over as dead, 
under a Work of Conviction, while hearing the 
Word; you contradi& yourſelf, and grant all that 
we demand. If you fay that there are no ſuch 
Scripture-inſtances, and yet allow it in ſome Cir- 
cumſtances, you allow of Mr. Edwards Obſervation, 


« That no Deviation from what has hitherto been 


« uſual, let it be never ſo great, is an Argument that 
« a Work is not a Work of the Spirit of God.” 
And again, That tho' there be no Inſtances in Scri- 
% pture of ſuch extraordinary Effects upon the Bo- 
« dies of Men, yet there is no Force in the Ob- 
« jection, if there is not a Scripture-rule excluding 
« ſuch Things.” You contradict all your Reaſoning 
againſt this, and admit of what you fay is contrary 
to Scripture-example, and excluded by Scripture-rule. 
You may extricate yourſelf as well as you can. 

In your Review, p. 33. your Anſwer to my laſt Re- 
mark, containing Queries, begins thus; Laſtly, Mr. 
Robe, Pref. p. 10. ſeriouſly begs of thoſe who look u- 
pon this Work as a Deluſion, that they would direct 
him and other-Miniſters, how they ſhall anſwer * 
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Perſons, who come to them crying bitterly, What 
all we do to be faved? And accordingly he wants 
Direction what to anſwer in the folloꝛuing Caſes, which 
he propoſes by way of Queſtion, as ſo many natural 
Conſequences of reckoning this the Work of the Devil. 
Before I conftder the Anſwers you give to my Que- 
ries, I cannot miſs to obſerve, - that, all alongſt in 
your Quotations either from my Preface or from o- 
thers, you induftriouſly leave out all Paſſages expreſ- 
fing the Concern of the Diſtreſſed to begin with a 
Sight and Senſe of their Sin, as both I and others 
have Times without Number declared. In this unfair 
Way you deal here : For you leave out altogether 
my ftating the Caſe of the Diſtreſſed thus; That they 
come to us, crying bitterly that they are loſt aud un- 
done, becauſe of Unbelief and their other Sins. In this 
View it was, that I begg'd Direction what Anſwer I 
and other Minifters ſhould: give, namely, to Perſons 
diſtreſs d, and bitterly crying out, from a Sight and 
Senſe of their loſt. and undone State becauſe of their 
Unbelief and other Sins, which they are now con- 
vinced and fenfible of. Thus you ſhould have con- 
fidered them in the Inſtructions and Directions you 
are pleaſed to give me and other Miniſters in your 
Anfwer to the Queries: How you have performed 
this, is now to be confidered. „ . 

Ass to my firſt Queſtion, Shall we tell them that 
they are not chriſtleſs and unconverted, when we e⸗ 
vidently ſee many of them to be ſuch? Youanſwer, 
By no Means. Your Anſwer is ſolid and good; but. 
then it is not confiſtent with your reckoning this 
Work a Deluſion and the Work of the Devil, in as. 
far as thereby chriſtleſs and unconverted Perſons have 
been convinced of this their ſad State, and affected 
with it ; which was the Caſe of the moſt Part of the 
Diſtreſs d. As to your Digreſſion about the Seceders, 
it is not worth while to anſwer: Only I perſiſt in 
the Character I gave of the Ten or Twelve gy 
© a | Wit 


» 


\ 


with: us; every * will own my cauſa ſcientia i 


better than yours poſlibly can be. SR As 
My ſecond Queſtion was, Shall we tell them that 
their Fears of the Wrath of God are all but Deluſion, 
and that it is no ſuch dreadful Thing as they need to 
be ſo much afraid of it? The laſt Half of this Que- 
ſtion you omit altogether, and take no Notice of it; 
Which is another Inſtance of your Unfair-dealing. 

Your Anſwer to the firſt Part is, F their Fears are 
the Effect of a heated Imagination, and flow from 4 


ſenſible Repreſentation of horrible Objects upon their 


Fancy, do not fail to tell them that this is nothing elſe 
but Deluſion. But if their Fears are not the Effect of 
a heated Imagination, but ariſe from a Conviction 
of Sin becauſe of Unbelief, and of the Dreadfulneſs 


of the Wrath of God due to them becauſe of it, as 


vou have been told, in this very Paragraph, was their 
Caſe; What ſhall we ſay to them? Shall we tell them, 


that their Fears of the Wrath of God, and the Dread- 
fulneſs of it becauſe of their now felt Unbelief and 


other Sins, is nothing elſe but Deluſion? This was 
the Queſtion; and this you have not given the leaſt 
My third Queſtion was, Shall we tell Perſons, la- 
menting their Curſing, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, 
and other Immoralities, that it is the Devil who makes 


them ſee theſe Evils to be offenſive to God, and de- 
ſtructive to their Souls? To this you anſwer, The 


Devil cannot make them ſee theſe, or any other Evils, 
as they are offenſive to God. The plain Inference from 
this is, That theſe Perſons being brought to ſee and 


lament theſe Evils as offenſive to God, which was in- 


deed the Caſe, ſeeing it is not in the Power of the 
Devil, muſt be the Work of the Holy and Bleſſed 
Spirit, by your own Conceſſion. How then can you 
have Peace, how can you. be fo daring as ſay and 


write that this whole Work is Deluſion and Diaboli- 


cal? As to what you 1 That altho the Devil cans 
a not 


Anſwer to, neither could without condemning your- 
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17 0 them to voſt in a pays 

Tt is fronted, no doubt, he 

; andf againſt this Device of 

the __ the Diſtreſſed have been carefully warned, 
t 


vob de this, yet he 
tial Reformation, &c. 


— 


which the Lord graciouſly helped to-do. - 
My fourth Queſtion was, Shall we tell them, who, 
under the greateſt Uneaſmeſs, enquire at us what the 
ſhall-do' to get an Intereſt and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 


chat Satan is deluding them when they ſhew any Con- 


eern this Way? Your Anſwer is, F it is Eaſe from 
their frightful- Apprehenſlons upon any Terms, or if 
they are lob kin 2 Intereft in Chriſt upon their own 
Domgs in Whole or in Part, or upon their own Att of 


Believing, and are not brought quite off from a Righ- 


feonſneſs within them, to receive and reſt upon Chriſt 
alone in the Word; whatever Concern they may ſeem 
zo have, Satan is certainly decerving them. In this 


Medley of Confuſion you put Caſes of Perſons mak- 


ing this Enquiry, that have not happened here or elſe- 
where that I know of. It has been often declared, 
that the Perſons concerned in this Queſtion wanted 
not Eaſe upon any Terms, but in ſuch a Way as God 
might de gloriied-in their Salvation. They were 
ſuch as wanted above all Things to have an Intereſt 
in Chriſt for this Pufpoſe, and to be directed in the 


Scripture-way of attaining it; and ſhall we tell ſueh, 
cern this Way? This is what you have pitifully ſhifted 


chat Satan is deluding them in their el Con- 


to give an Anſwer unto, and declare yourſelf upon. 
my fifth Queſtions was, Shall we pray, and recom- 
mend it to others to pray, to deliver them from ſuch 


Deluſions? ' Your Anſwer is and will be 4ſtonifhing 
to every unprejudiſed and honeſt Reader: You fay, 
: That by all Means be are to pray, and recommend it 
to them to ray, to deliver them from ſuch Deluſions, 
as we would d 


eſire to recover them out of the Snare of 


"the Devil, who are taten captive by him at his Will. 
Now, Sir, have you not acknowledged in your An- 
fwer to the firſt Queſtion, that it was no * 

28 0 2 f q N. 


That chriftle/s and unconverted Perſons were convinc 
that they were ſuch? and your Anſwer to the third 
Queſtion, That theſe who: ſaw and lamented their Im- 
moralities, as offen{rve to God, could: not in that be uns 
der the Deluſion of the Devil. ' You have ſhifted the 
giving any Anſwer to the other Queſtions, and yer 
here you adviſe Miniſters to. pray, and recommend 
it to the People to pray, to deliver them from theſe 
Things as Deluſions. The Advice is dreadful ? It is 
worſe than the Counſel of Balaam to Balak. *< How 
„ haſt thou counſelled him that hath no Wiſdom * 
and how haſt thou. plentifully declared the Thin 
« as it is? To whom haſt thou uttered Words 
* and whoſe Spirit came from thee ? 2 
You add, Upon the Whole; Mr. Robe ſays, <1 
„ would be worſe than Deviliſh to treat the Lord's 
* ſighing Priſoners at this Rate. What is worſe th 
Dev4liſh I know not. The Reverend Mr. Ralph Erskine, 
in his Giving Loveof Chrift, p. 53. will tell you, that 
yy devitih unbelieving Heart which rejects Jeſys 
What is yet worſe you may learn from Mat. xxiii. 
13. But wo unto you, Scribes and Phariſces,. Hy- 
„ poctites: For ye ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven 
.< againſt Men; for ye neither go in yourſelves, nei- 
«« ther fuſer ye them that are entring to go in. 
Lou add, I nd that the frightful Terms relatiug to 
the Devil. aud Hell are the very Shibboleth of the Par- 


ty. Doth this come from one ſtiling himſelf a Mi- , 


niſter of the Goſpel? Is not this the profane Excep- 
tion that the moſt wicked and ſecure Sinners have 
taken againſt the beſt Preachers ſince the Reforma- 
tion? Hath not this been their Language, that they 
_ preached nothing but Hell and Damnation? Doth 
not this Language of yours tend to juſtify and har- 
den them? Is it, fay you, the Shibboleth of the 
7 And can none of vonn Party uſe theſe fright- 
ful Terms without liſping ? The Reverend Mr. Ralph 

Erskine, in his Sermon, intituled, The Power * 
5 Ee > f licy 
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tion and Ordinances thereof; the 


7 
Cans | 
licy of Satan, &'c. hath frightful Terms relative to the 
Devil 180 Times; and in his Sermon, -intituled, . The 
mounting Chriſtian, he hath the frightful Terms re- 
lative to Hell 27 Times. I am far from blaming him 
upon this Account, tho' they are oftner in theſe two 
Sermons than I have had them in all the Sermons I 
have preached fince May. If you are arrived to ſuch 
a Degree of Politeneſs fince you came to Glaſgow, 
as to tell your Congregation in the Deaz's Words, 
that, if they do not change their Manners, they will 
go to a Place which it is not proper for you to name 
before ſuch a polite Audience; you ſhould notwith- 
ſtanding make ſome Allowances for us who preach 
to Country-people, and need not be afraid of being 
Main at the Fords of Jordan: For if the Reverend 
Nr. Gibb, without ſpeaking a Word, hold but up the 
Frontiſpiece of his vretty N and you come 
after him commending it, the Guards will allow you 
both undoubtedly to paſs, as having the Shibboleth of 
r F ns 


You fay further, p. 35. If 1 know any Thing worſe 


than Deviliſh, 1think Miniſters perſwading poor, igno- 


rant and deluded People, that they are privileged Per- 
ſons, comes neareſt. to it. What you underſtand b 


pꝓrivileged Perſons. I can but gueſs, the Phraſe being ſo 
general and comprehenſive. All the Hearers of the 


"Goſpel are highly privileged with a Goſpel-diſpenſa- 

are exalted to 
Heaven in this Reſpect, as our Lord tells Capernaum. 
And would you not have us to endeavour to make 
them ſenſible of it, and to perſwade them to improve 
it to the Ends for which they are thus privileged ? 


If you underſtand by privileged Perſons theſe who are 


in a State of Grace, and have a Right to all the Pri- 


vileges of the Children of God, I agree with you, 
* that it comes neareſt to worſe than Deviliſh, for Mi- 
niſters knowingly to perſwade ignorant and deluded 
* Perſons that they are ſuch; or even to leave undone 
What they know may have a Tendency to prevent 


their 


* 
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cdeir thus deceiving Hehe But this is what, we 
hope, the Lord has kept us from doing. Our great 
Deſire and Endeavour is, by his Grace, to approve 
ourſelves to Him, and to be kept free from the Blood 
of all Men. From this you cannot well clear your- 
ſelf, in inſinuating, P:54- That zealous Concern for 
vour Teſtimony is a diſtinguiſhing Evidence of ſaving 
Grace, and therefore that all the Seceders may be 
well perſwaded that they are privileged Perſons. If 
this be not your Meaning, you give no Anfwer to 
my Query ; and ſo by your Silence, in not declaring 
againſt ſuch a deluſive Mark of Grace, you do not 
what is incumbent upon you to prevent many igno- 
rant and deluded Perſons from deceiving themſelves 
therewith; as, 'alas! it is to be feared they do. You 
add, Whereas they ought to call them to ſearch and 
try their Ways, and turn again to the Lord, to examine 
1 whether they be in the Faith, and to cauſe 
Jeruſalem to know her Abominations, FExek. xvi. 2. 
and, like faithful Watchmen, to hear the Word at God's 
Mouth, and to give the People Warning from him. All 
this we endeavour to do, in a Dependence upon the 
Grace of God; neither have you brought, nor can 
bring, any Evidence to the contrary. You add, But 
it is Matter of Regrete, that it ſeems to be ſadly veri- 
- fied with reſpect to the Promoters of this Work, what 
the Lord ſays, Jer. vi. 13, 14. From the. Prophet even 
unto the Prieſt,” every one dealeth falſly. They haue 
healed the Hurt of the Daughter of my People flightly, 
| ſaying, Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace. This 
is a moſt bitter Caluriny, unſupported by the leaſt 
: Proof, and a Profanation of the Holy Scripture in the 
Terms whereof you have uttered it. May the Lord 
not lay it to your Charge, and give you Repentance. 


Vou proceed to review the Anſwers I have given 
in my Preface unto two Objections much uſed by 
your Party againſt this Work this Summer: The firit 
is, That it cannot be the Work of the Holy Ghoſt, 


2 „ 


% 


; LIE --. 
which is ſo open to publick Notice, and makes fo 
much Noiſe; Like xvii. 20. Ihe Kingdom of G 
cometh not with Obſervation. My Anſwer to it way, 
It is Matter of Wonder, that this Objection ſhould 
have its Riſe from them, who ſhould: be able, and 
careful, to look beyond the Tranſlation to the Ori- 
ginal; and, if they have, tis not conſiſtent with Ho- 
neſty, to make ſuch an Objection, ſeeing they ean- 
not but know that the Greek Word refers to ſuch 
earthly Pomp, Grandeur of Equipage, and Atten- 
dance, wherewith earthly Kings uſed to make their 
publick Appearances, or, as our Tranſlators give the 
Word otherwiſe: upon the Margin, wih enrward 
Show. Beza's Note upon this Sctiptute is both ſhort 
and good, and therefore I give the Meaning of it 


rather in his Words than my own: * The Kingdom 


* of God cometh not with Obſervation, - that is, 
„ with any outward, Pomp and Shew of Majeſty 


to be known. by; for there were otherwiſe many 
„ plain and evident Tokens, whereby Men might 
tc have underſtood that Chriſt was the Meſſias, whoſe' 
Kingdom was fo long look d for: But he ſpeaketh in 
4 thisPlace of theſe Signs which the Phariſees dream'd 


ce of, who look d for an earthly Kingdom of the Meſf- 
e 46. Our Lord doth not in the leaſt infinuate; that 


the Coming of the Kingdom of God, in the Conver- 


fion of Jews and Gentiles, was to be ſilently and un- 
obſerved; for this would have been contrary to Fact. 
Did not the Spirit's Work of Converſion at Samaria 
quickly reach the Ears of the Church at Jeraſalem? 
Were not the Converſions from Paganiſm to Chriſti- 
aniry with Obſervation ? Is any notourly profane 
and wicked Perſon, in any Congregation, convicted, 


and his Life reformed, without Obſervation? The 


Remark of the Reverend Mr. Cooper, in his Preface 
to Mr. Edwards Sermon, y quoted, is very 


juſt: After mentioning the uncommon Appearances 
accompanying this Work, he ſays, If it were not 
thus, the Work of the Lord would not be ” 
#* MUC 
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1 much regarded and ſpoken of; and fo God would 
„ not have ſo much of the Glory of it: Nor would 
. the Work itſelf be like to ſpeed fo faſt; for God 
„ hath evidently made Uſe of Example and Diſ- 


« courſe in carrying it on.” May a ds 35 


gracious God make his Work ſoon appear to his Ser- 
_  vants through the whole Land, and his Glory unto 
. their Children! May the heavenly Influence, like 
Lightning, fly from Congregation to Congregation, 


Alarming every unconverted Sinner, and fill g their 
Hearts and Lips with- importunate Enquiries, What 
ſhall we do to be aved? "£9 


Von are ſo far, my Dear Sir, from ſaying WY 


to this Taye; that you take no Notice of it, as you 
do not indeed of what is moſt material in my An- 
wer to the foreſaid Objection; and what you are 


pleaſed to notice, you grant the Truth of it. Only 


you alledge, That the Objection is not taken from 
the Notoriety and Obſervableneſs of the Work, p. 36. 
as I had ſtated it.: But that both the Promoters of the 
Work, and they who are enſnared therein, make ſo 
much Noiſe. about their Converſion, and the Number 
of their Converts, that it is inconſiſtent with that Mo- 
defty and Humility which is the inſeparable Concomi- 
tant of a Work of God. Who ever denied that 
ahbe Work is obſervable * For. ſo is every temark- 


able Thing in the World, whether it be good or evil - © 


But it is their vain-glorious Boaſting of it, and their 
high Encomiums of themſelves in their Journals, Hi- 
fories and Pamphlets, whertwith the World is dunned ; 
this, we ſay, is contrary to the Kingdom which cometh 
not with Ob firviarios For the Kingdom of God is not 
in Mord, but in power, 2 Cor. iv. 20. Our Life is 
hid with Chriſt in God. . e 


For anſwer, firſt, J am very ſure that the Ob- 
jection was at firſt as T ſlated it; and that this was 
the ordinary Cant, That a Work of Converſion is + - 
filent Thing, between God and the Soul; aud there 
arg Hundreds in Scotland, who know tha CO 
Ko” | | jection 
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( a6 ? 
jection was thus propounded. If you and your Pars 
ty have now departed from it, and make no fur- 
ther Objection upon this Ground, I am fatisfied; 
and therefore the firſt Objection hath been effectu- 
ally removed, and ſtands no more in Force.— 2aly, 
As to the Shape you have put the Objection in, the 
ſhort Anſwer is, All the Facts you found upon are 
falſe: Neither the Promoters, - nor Perſons concer- 
ned therein, have made any Noiſe about it incon- 
ſiſtent with that Modeſty and Humility which is the 
inſeparable Concomitant of a Work of God; neither 
has there been any vain-glorious Boaſting of it, or 
high Encomiums of ourſelves, in our Journals, Hiſto- 
nes or Pamphlets. The Reverend Mr. Webſter's Ac- 
count of it is ſcriptural and pious, and far from flat- 
tering and great fwelling Words of Vanity, in the 
Opinion of all the World, except your Party, or the 
Profane, who agree with you in your Sentiments 
of this Work. The Reader will obſerve, that you 
offer not to bring the leaſt Proof of the Facts you 
ſo confidently alledge to the Reproach. of your Bre- 
thren.— We acknowledge, to the Glory of God, 
that he hath been ALL in this Work, and we no- 
thing. And indeed the poor weak Inſtruments, he 
hath been pleaſed to make Uſe of, are an Evidence 
of it. We deſire to ſay from the Bottom of our 
Hearts, Not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, but to 
te thy Name be the Glory. You ſay, It is the Cha- 
racter of the Beaſt, to have all the World wondring 
after him, Rev. Xiii. 3.— If it is ſo, Dear Brother, 
who was the Beaſt, by this Character, for ſeveral Years' 
bygone, you or we, when whole Country-ſides. run 
after you, ſo that you have been the Beaſt for as many 
Tears as we have been Months? And, if a juſt Com- 
putation be made, it will be evident, that as you have 
deen longer the Beaſt, ſo you have been more the 
Beaſt than we have been yet. You ſay further, Ir is 
moſt: obſervable, that the Lord was not in the ſtrong 
Wind, nor in the Earthquake, nor in the Fire, but in 15 
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Jil fall Poe, 3 Kings dane What you en 
by this, may beknown by comparing it-with a Paſlage 
of Mr. Ralph Erskine's Sermon, The true Chriſt nonew 


Chriſt,” p. 3 The true Chriſt is he that comes in the 
ma 


* = 
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1% {till | 'oice of the Goſpel, which alone is the 


c Power of God to Salvation and Converſion, while 


“therein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of God from 


Faith to Faith, Rom. i. 16, 17. But the new Chriſt, 


„ the falſe Chriſt of our Day, appears as it were in 
* a Whirlwind, driving poor People out of their Wits 
and Senſes.” — This is another Scripture that you 
boldly interprete and pervert to prejudiſe the Ignorant 
and Unwary, againſt this bleſſed Work. You. inter- 
prete it as if the Lord's being in the ſtill ſmall Voice 
Which the Prophet heard, and not in the ſtrong Wind, 
Earthquake and Fire, fignified, that, under the New- 
teſtament Diſpenſation, the Way of the Spirit's coming 
and Operations was to be without the Uſe of the Law 


in a Work of Conviction, in a calm, filent and un- 


obſeryed Manner, without the leaſt Terror affecting 
either Soul or Body. Such a Meaning is as eaſily: de- 


nied as given, ſeeing we have only your bare Word 
for it: Beſides, it is contrary to Scripture, to Fact and 


Experience. Was not the Lord in the mighty ruſhing 
Wind which filled the Houſe where the Apoſtles were 
met upon the Day of Pentecoſt? Was he not in the 
cloven Tongues as of Fire, which fat upon each of, 
them? As li. 2, 3. Iſaac Ambroſe far more judiciouſ- 
y faith, That the Lord's coming to Elijah in a ſtill 
mall Voice, and unto the New-teſtament Church in 


the Symbols of a mighty ruſhing Wind, and cloven 


Tongues as of Fire, ſignified the different Manner of 


the Spirit's coming unto the Old-teſtament Church, 


and unto the New: For faith he, The Spirit came 
* not of old, fave in a Viſien, or Dream, or in a, 


6 ſtill ſmall. Voice; but now the Spirit came in a 
« ruſhing mighty Wind, in fiery Tongues, in Earth- 
„ gquakes; inſomuch that the Place was ſhaken where 


they were aſſembled, _ they were all filled with 
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te the Holy Ghoſt, Acts iv. 31. The Spirit now 
& made choice to come in ſuch Apparitions, as ſnould 
© have in them a ſelf-diſcovering 4 which 
« ſhould not be hidden.” ' Zooking unto Jeſus, Edinb. 
Edit. p. 489.— This, I hope, will be ſufficient to warn 
many againſt being impoſed upon, by you and others 
wreſting and miſapplying this Scripture to a Purpoſe 
for which it was never intended. And therefore, fay 
you, We may ſafely conclude, that Noiſe, Self-commen- 
dation, and Applauſe, are the true Characters, Notes 
or Marks of Deceivers, Impoſtors, and ſuch as are un- 
der palpable Deluſion — All this is denied to have any 
Place here, —and you have not offered the leaſt Proof 
df this your Libel: Conſequently this new Objectrion 
of yours falls to the Ground, and, as already obferved, 
vou have paſſed from the former. 5 
_ © "You proceed to review my Anſwers to the ſecond 
Objection taken from the Camizars. And here pardon 
me to deſire the Reader to obſerve how much you ſet 
—5 Thumb upon, becauſe it could not be well an- 
fwered. You take no Notice of my obſerving the 
groſs Blunder of the Aſſociate Presbytery in reckoning 
the Camizars and Cevennes different Sorts of Enthu- 
fiafts, and ſo their taking an Objection at that Time 
they knew not from whom. You take no Notice of 
my firſt Anſwer to the Objection, which was ſuffi- 
cient if I had added no more, and which you ſhall 
never be able to overturn, namely, That bodily Agi- 
fations, conſidered in themſelves, are no Symptoms of 
Perſons being under the Influence either of a good or 

bad Spirit; which I ſufficiently ſupported with Inftan- 
ces. It was eaſier for you to paſs this than anſwer it. 
Fou fay, That I endeavonr to ſhew, in of In- 
ftances, the Diſparity between our People and the Cami- 
zars, none of which will hold. But I hope to make 
it evident that the Diſparity holds in all theſe Inſtances, 
notwithſtanding of what you have ſaid to the con- 


"The | firſt Inftance of s Dyparity and . 4 
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gave was, That the Camizars had their bodily Agi- 


tations from a ſupernatural Power, as they declare in 
| 8 foreſaid Book of Lacy s. The Diſtreſſes upon the 

odies of our People proceed in a natural Way from 
the great Fear of God's Wrath, wherewith their Minds 
are ſeized, becauſe of a State of Unbelief they are 


deeply convinced of. In your uſual Way you miſ- 
repreſent this Inſtance of Diſparity, . by leaving out 


ſeveral Sentences, and thereby mangling what I faid. 
You quote, p. 37. my Words thus; The Camizars had 
their bodily Agitations from a ſupernatural Power: 
The Diſtreſſes upon the Bodies of our People proceed in a 
natural Way from the great Fear of God's Wrath. Let 
the Reader obſerve, that, in the Part of the Words 
concerning the Camizars, you leave out, as they de- 
| Clare themſelves in the fareſaid Book of Lacy's ;. in 

which I gave only their own Aſſertion as.the Autho- 
rity for their being acted by a ſupernatural Power. 
As to what concerns our People, you leave out what 


is of greateſt Conſideration in this Inſtance of Diſpa- 


rity, namely, That their Minds are ſeized with a 
151 Fear of. God's Wrath, becauſe of a State. of Unbe. 

tef they are deeply convinced of, If you had fairly 
Hid this before your Readers, they would eaſily have 
ſeen the Inſufficiency of what you fay.to ſhew that 
this Inſtance of Diſparity doth not hold; but it is 
your ordinary to leave out all Paſlages,. where w de- 
Clare or hint that. their Fears of Wrath proceed from 
deep Convictions of Sin becauſe of Unbelief. Your 


Reaſoning will doubtleſs ſurpriſe Readers of the moſt 


ordinary Capacity: The Sum and Subſtance of it is, 


That, as you fay, you have ſhewn above from Mr. 


Edwards, that their Fears of Wrath ariſe from ſen- 
ſible Repreſentations of horrible Objects upon their 
Imagination, which, you alledge you have proved 
before, cannot proceed from the Spirit of God, nei- 
ther are they natural; conſequently they mult of Ne- 
cebſſity proceed from Satanical Influence. But, Sir, 
when you and others look, into my ſecond Letter, 

8 1 youll 
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you'll ſee, that Mr. Edwards gives no ſuch. Deſcrip- 
tion of the Riſe of the Fears of the Diftreſs'd in New- 
England, and that you have falſified and miſrepre- 
ſented his Account. And as we had nothing to do 
with ſuch a Repreſentation, * ſo. we never declared 
whether it was from the Spirit of God or from Sa- 
tan, or whether it was natural or ſupernatural.. For 
I ſuppoſe, that your aſſerting theſe Repreſentations not 
to be natural, is deſigned to deceive the unwary Rea- 
der, and make him think that you are reaſoning. a- 
gainſt what I ſay in the Inſtance, in a Conſiſtency 
with common Senſe and Experience, That the bodi- 
ly Diſtreſſes proceed in a natural Way from the great 
ear wherewith the Minds of the Diſtreſſed are ſeized ; 
and have not the leaſt Word of horrible Repreſenta- 
tions as natural. 2dly, Suppoſe Mr. Edwards had 
given you Ground to ſay, as he doth not, That the 
Riſe of the Fears of ſome few in New-England was 
a Repreſentation of horrible Objects upon their Ima- 
gination ; ©* By what logical Rule (to uſe the Words 
* of another) doth it conclude againſt the Subjects 
of the preſent Work, who give a moſt ſcriptural, 
« rational Account of the Origin of their bodily Di- 
« ſtreſs, as flowing from a quick and affecting Senſe 
«« of Divine Wrath, not occaſioned by any viſiona- 
ry or ſenſible Ya but thro' Means of 
the Word of God in the Hand of the Spirit, con- 
Mncing them of their Guilt and Miſery 2 But ſays 
r. Fiſher, It is granted that the Work at home is 
ſimilar to the Work abroad. True, this has been 
granted as to the great Lines; but, muſt therefore 
every Expreſſion of a Writer in Defence of the 
Work abroad (explained contrary to the Opinion 
„of thoſe who allowed of a Reſemblance betwixt 
the two Caſes) be the Rule by which the Subjects 
af this Work at home are to be tried, 'and that 
too in direct Contradiction to their own Teſtimo- 
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4 Mr. Webſter's Pref, to his Lettet, pe 9, 10, 


os ng Backer be D 


& ny? This indeed is a fide and eaſy Way of over- 


de throwing all Evidence, hitherto I believe un- 
& known. You add, Eſpecially when there can be 


no Inſtance given in Scripture, that the Operations of 


the Spirit of God, in his convincing Work, have any 


ſuch dreadful Effects upon the Bodies of Men, as tate 
place in the preſent Caſe, The contrary: hath been 
ſhewn again and again: But what then, if there 


could not? Have not you yourſelf already own'd; 


_ that the Operations of the Spirit of God, in his con- 


vincing Work, may have this Effe& upon the Bodies 
of Men, to make them fall over as dead; as in the 


Caſe of. Stewartoun ? Is not this a diſmal Effect? Is 


it not more diſmal.than Outcrying or Trembling? Is 
this Effect upon ſome few of our People more diſ- 
mal than upon theſe, at Stewartoun? If conyulſive- 


like Motions upon yet a fewer Number, appear to 


you to be more diſmal than falling over as dead, ſee- 


ing they are known to be the natural Effects of Fear 
and Terror as much as the other; Why may they 


not then be as naturally an Effect of the convincing 
Work of God's Spirit cauſing Fear of Wrath, as the 
other which you allow? If the Fear of God's Wrath, 
as a Fruit of Conviction, cauſe ſome Perſons of par- 


ticular Conſtitutions fall over as dead, as Fears upon 


ether Accounts, of the ſame Degree, naturally do in 
like Conſtitutions; Why may not Fear of Wrath, u- 
pon other. Conſtitutions, produce naturally convul- 
ſive-like Motions, and hyſterick Fits, as Fear of the 
ſame Degree, upon other Accounts, would naturally 

roduce in like Conſtitutions? For you know from 


Philoſophy, that majus e& minus non variant ſpe- 


ciem. So that, after all, the firſt Inſtance of Diſpa- 
rity and Unlikeneſs betwixt the Camixars and our 
People ſtands firm. 3 

The Account that you give of the ſecond Inſtance 
J had aſſigned, of the Unlikeneſs betwixt the Cami- 
zars and ſome of our People, leaves out many Sen- 


tences, which ſet the Diſparity in a clear Light: This 


will 
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will appear from che Words as in my own Preface, 


namely, The Camizars pretended to Inſpiration ; and, 
if- whatthey declared of themſelves be true, they un- 
derſtood not ſometimes: what they uttered, neither 
did they remember it afterwards. + Their Organs were 


moved and uſed, in 8 ſome ſupernatural 
in 


Power, without their own Will and the Influence of 
their natural Powers. None of our People ever pre- 
tended in the leaſt to Inſpiration; they give a rational 
Account of themſelves, know and remember what 
they ſay.Vou endeavour to ſhew that our People pre- 
tend to Inſpiration, as the Camixars did. The firſt 
Proof is, That Mr. Edwards acknowledges that the 
Work in New-England, to which this in Scotland is ſo 


exactly ſimilar, is attended with Inſpiration.—- If Mr. 


Edwards had done ſo, what then, would it follow 
that our People pretend to Inſpiration, of which not 
one, no not the leaſt Inſtance is known, or ever heard 
of? But Mr. Edwards nowhere acknowledges this. 
You ſay, Tho' he allows extraordinary Gifts will ceaſe 
in the adult State of the Church (you put a childiſh 
Meaning upon this, not worth Notice) yet he argues 
nothing againſt Inſpiration after the Canon of the Scrip- 
ture is concluded. If he doth not, what then, will any 
infer hence that he acknowledges Inſpiration to attend 
this Work in Neu-England? But, unhappily for you, 
he condemns as an Error, That ſome of the true 
Friends of the Work of God's Spirit, not only at this 
Time, but at all Times, have given too much heed 
to Impulſes and Impreſſions upon their Minds in parti- 
eular Cafes. He argues alſo ſtrongly againſt their Opi- 

nion, who think that the Glory of the approaching 
happy Days of the Church would partly conſiſt in re- 
ſtoring thoſe extroardinary Gifts of the Spirit, amongſt 
which he inſtanceth Inſpiration as one. He ſhnews 
Rrongly, that there is no Reaſon either to expect it or 
deſire it; upon this Ground, amongſt others, That 

the Church hath a compleat ſtanding Rule — | 


1 47 7 
See his Sermon, Lond. Edit. p.59, 60, 61, 62. Edinb: 
Edit. p. 66,67, 68, 69. — You can never ſpeak of this 
good Man, without laying to his Charge Things that 
he knoweth not. So that you have no Proof from 
Mr. Edwards that our People pretend to Inſpiration, 
neither indeed poſfibly could have. Your ſecond 
Proof for their pretending to Inſpiration is as falſe, 1 
which is, Beſides, it is obvious to the Obſervation of all, 
that the People among us, who undergo theſe bodily Sei- 1 
zures, preſently turn eloquent, and can talk ly 
upon ſome Scriptures, tho groſly ignorant before of the 
very firſt. Principles of Religion ; and, if this is not In- A 
Ppiration, I know not what it is. Suppoſe the Caſe'tq Av 
preciſely as you ſtate it, the Inference ſeems prett) _— 
ſtrange, that therefore they are ſeized with a diabolick 2 
Spirit. But indeed your Alledgance is far from being | Y 
Fact. Of the many that I have ſeen, I never knew | 
one groſly ignorant of the firſt Principles of Religion, 
who ever attained to Knowledge or Ability to ſpeak 
of the Scriptures, without great Diligence and Pains 
in the ordinary Uſe of the Means to attain Knowledge: 
And tho' ſome of theſe after great Diligence, and a 
conſiderable Time of Inſtruction, attained to ſpeak 
with Feeling and Experience of ſome Scriptures, by 
the faving Teachings of God's Spirit; yet it was al 
wars in Proportion to the Perſons natural Capacity, 
and the Meaſure: of Knowledge they had attained in 
the Uſe of the outward ordinary Means-—- If Perſons, 
who had greater Meaſures of Knowledge laid in before- 
hand, have been brought, by the Teachings of God's 
Spirit, to ſpeak . more knowingly, ingly and ex- 
8 „ ſo as to miniſter Grace to the Hearers, 
than they did before theſe Teachings, or than others 
Who had not been thus bleſſed ; it is no more than what 
hath always happened, and particularly in the Caſe of 
Stewartoun. 90 Mr. Robert Blair relates in the Paſſage 


from his Life I ſent you in my firſt Letter, namely, 
That the Earl of Eglington, after Conference with 
them, proteſted he never ſpoke with the hkeof _ >» 
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he wondered at the Wiſdom they manifeſted in their 
Speech. Your Proof then, of our Peoples pretend- 
ing to Inſpiration, is to be added to the other Calum- 
nies and Falſhoods wherewith your Review is filled. 
You fay not one Word upon the other Circumſtan- 
ces in this Inſtance of Diſparity, namely, That the 
Camixars knew not nor remembred what they ut- 
tered, nor were the Organs of their Speech moved 
by their own Wills and the Influence of their natu- 
ral Powers, when they were under their pretended 
Inſpiration. To which there was not the. leaſt Like: 
»eſs among our People; ſo then the ſecond Inſtance 
1 of Diſparity and Unlikeneſs betwixt the Camizars 
1 and them ſtills holds in all its Circumſtances. , After 
"| all, I can give you an Inſtance of one of your own 
Followers, and, as far as I know, within the Bounds 
. of your own Dioceſe, who in the Month of June 
118 hft, before ſeveral Witneſſes, did with great Out- 
1 cries and Agonies of Body declare, as he pretended 
by immediate Inſpiration, That the Work at Cam- 
buſtang was all a Deluſion; That ſeveral People who 
had been at it were Witches; That Mr. M. Millan 
had been greatly wronged ; — That Mr. Fiſher and. 
others were bearing a Teſtimony to the Truth; —— 
That a certain Perſon he then nam'd was dead and. 
_— in Heaven; tho' alive in the Month of November, 
= laſt; and many other Things he declared, as he ſaid, 
= by immediate Revelation, which I forbear to inſert. 
from the Letter before me atteſting this. If you- 
had any Inſtance like this to object againſt us, What 
Inferences would you draw from it againſt this whole 
Work, tho' they would be moſt unjuſt ? — I know 
better Things than draw any againſt you; only I. 
think it hath a loud Language, to teach you Fear, 
Caution and Moderation, When the only Inſtance of 
lamentable Deluſion, like that of the Camizars, is 
fallen out among yourſelves. 1 | 
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_ In the third Inſfance I give of Diſparity. and Un- 
= | likeneſs betwixt the Camixars and our People, you 
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deal 5s unfairly as in any of the former: For in quos 
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ting it you leave out the principal Thing, which 


makes the Diſparity betweefi them.— I fhall ſet it 


down, as it is in my Preface, and both incloſe and 
ore the Words you leave out in other Characters, 

at the Readers may obſerve your Difingenuity.-— 
It is thus; The Camzars continued many Years un- 
der their bodily Agititions, whenever their preten- 
fed Inſpirations ſeized them; [and theſe did not pro- 
ceed from any Apprehenſion of the Wrath of God due 
to them becauſe heir Sins : ] Our People ate deli- 
vered from theſe bodily Diſtreſſes, which do not re- 
turn upon them again, when they are delivered from 
their Fears. — To this you anſwer, It would ſeem that 
their Fears frequently recur, for it is moſt certain that 
many of them undergo theſe bodily Diſtreſſes over and 


over again; ſo that in this Inſtance the Similitude holds 


likewiſe.-— The Reader will eafily obſerve, that there. 
is not one Word here to the Purpoſe. For tho it is 
true, that the Fears of our People did recur upon 

them frequently, and conſequently their 3 Di- 
ſtreſſes, until either their Impreſſions wore off, and 
came to nothing in ſome; or the Lord delivered 
them from their Fears, by giving them a ſaving. 
Sight of ſufficient Relief for them in Jeſts Chrift : 

Yet there is no Likeneſs here to the Camixars in the 
Inſtance given, but the greateſt Unlikeneſs. For, as 
expreſs d in the Inftance, the bodily Agitations of the 


Camixats did not proceed from any Fear of the 


Wrath of God due to them becauſe of their Sins; 
whereas the bodily Diſtreſſes of our People did pro- 
ceed from ſuch Fears. Is there not a manifeſt Diſ- 
parity here? Doth the Similitude hold in this? Fur- 
ther, the bodily Diſtreſſes of ſome of our People 


- ceaſing when they are freed from their Fears, and 


the Camizars continuing many Years under their bo- 


diy Agitations, » notwithſtanding of their being con- 
tinually free from the Fears of God's Wrath, and 


having the pretended Spirit ſpeaking to them at the 


; $0 ) 
Time, as unto 4 1 of God, is che Unlikeneſs and 
iſparity expreſſed in this Inſtance, which you have 
lem ed becauſe you could not ſhew that it was 
otherwiſe. | | 1 
The fourth Inſtance of Unlikeneſs was among the 
Camizars. Their pretended inſpired Teachers were 
only affected, [and that while they were uttering 
their Revelations : | -Amongſt us only ſome of our 
Hearers, | who, thro' the Power of the Holy Spirit, are 
by the Word convinced of their Sin and Danger. You 
have fuch an Enmity at our Peoples being convin- 
ced of their Sin and Danger thro the Power of the 
Holy Spirit, that you cannot allow it to be ſeen in 
your Review, even when it doth appear in the Words 
of others which you quote, altho' Truth obliges you 
to do it faithfully. What you ſay, to ſhew that there 
is no Diſparity here, is, Herein Mr. Robe miſtakes 
the Story ; for there are many Inſtances in the Hiſtory 
of the French Prophets, wherein. Hundreds at a Time, 
who came to their Aſſemblies, were preſently affected 
and ſeixed with bodily Agitations, and they preten- 
ded to the Power of the Holy. Spirit, as much as Mr. 
Robe can do for his Hearers.— Mr. Robe is far from 
miſtaking the Story. I know and grant all. this: 
But then it is further true, that all theſe Perſons, as 
ſoon as they were affected, and under the pretended 
Inſpiration, were their Teachers, as much as theſe 
before them: Forthey had no other Teachers, but every 
one among them while under the pretended Inſpi- 
ration; and. what they uttered then, was their Teach- 
ing. So that the Diſparity {till holde. . 
The laſt Inſtance of Diſparit 3 ads was (inclo- 
ſing in different Characters the Words you leave out) 


The Exhortations of the Camixars to Repentance and 
Amendment of Life, were without any Mixture 
of the Goſpel concerning Jeſus Chriſt, [and the Prin- 
ciples, Means and Motives to Repentance revealed there- 
in: In ours a Work of Conviction is diſtinctly car- 
ried on to a Work of ſaving Converſion in many, 
| Es | according 
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my. 


according to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſand by 


the Influence thereof. | In Anſwer to this you fay, 
Ido them manifeſt Injuſtice; for they pretended at 
leaſt to ſound Doctrine. For which you cite a Pafſ- 
ſage of Lacy's, who was a Man of a bad Character 
and Morals. - But where, Sir, do I them this man 


_ feſt Injuſtice? I nowhere fay or inſinuate that they 


retended not at leaſt to ſound Doctrine. What 
Heretick or deluded Perſon doth it not? All I faid 
was, That their Exhortations to Repentance and 
Amendment of Life, were without any Mixture of 


of the Goſpel concerning Jeſus Chriſt, exc. And do 
not you expreſly agree to this as true? Wherein then 
have I done them manifeſt Injuſtice more than you? 


As to ug Pte add, So I am afraid the ſame Charge 
may be laid againſt many of the Promoters of this 


"Work amongſt us, eſpecially if we are to judge by the 
x i Mr. Wh [ | 


inted Rapſodies itefield.- It is ſuch a 


Piece of jeat black, manifeft Calumny, that Pity. and 
Contempt is all the Anſwer I give it. After all your 
Unfair-dealing and childiſh Quibbles, let the Reader 


now judge if the Inftances of the eſſential Diſparity 


and Unlikeneſs between the Camizars, and the few 
of our People under queſtion, doth not ſtill ſtand 


firm. | | | 
As to the Inſtances you pretend to give of an 


exact Reſemblance between the Camizars and our 


People, p. 39, 49. ſuppoſing they did hold, they 


are all ſo trifling and circumſtantial, that, ſeeing the 
eſſential Differences remained unſhaken, they will no 


more make our People like the Camixars in what 
was eſſential to their Deluſion, than the walking of 


a Man upon two Legs will make him like an Ape 
in want of Reaſon, becauſe it ſometimes walks ſo.— 


However we ſhall conſider what you'lay... 


Ihe firſt Inſtance of exact Reſemblance you give 
is, p. 39. The Camizars publiſhed Narratives of the 


wonderful Work among them, juſt like Mr. Robe's Nar- 
rative of the extraordinary Work with him, * 
G 2 lear 
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who wrote the 


nication of the ſanctifying Grace of God to the 


. ( 

dear Sir, this doth not make our People like the Ca- 

mixars; it only makes me like them: For it was [ 
1 and not they. 2 then 

that they eſcape this Inſtance of exact Reſemblance, 


Tl bear it as well as I can; being it affects the Evan- 


geliſt Luke, who wrote a Narrative in the Acts of the 


- Apoſtles of the extraordinary Work then, as muchas 


it doth me. After all, you are ſo tender of me, as 
to ſhew that this Reſemblance doth not hold, but 
that there is a manifeſt Difference; in that Mr. Lacy 
writes his Narrative honeſtly, and without "uy any 
Ground of Suſpicion, by his publiſhing the Names 
of Perſons, and his Account in the Words of the 
Perſons themſelyes ; whereas I have done it 4iſponeſt- 
ty, and ſo as to render it ſuſpicious, by. concealing 
the Names of the Perſons, and giving the Account 
in an exact Uniformity of Stile.—- So that here the 
Reader will obſerve that there is no Reſemblance in 
this even between me and the Camixars, who were 
an honeſt Set of Hiſtorians; and that I am obliged 
— 3 charitable Self, for helping me at this dead 
ut. 3 | | 

As to the ſecond Inſtance you give, wherein you 
charge our People with taking upon them to exhort 
publickly at their own Hand, without any lawful Cal- 
ing, as the Camizars did ;..'tis ſufficient to ſay, That 
the Charge is without all Foundation, as Mr. Webſter 
obſerves, Marg. Letter, p. 8. And whereas you add 
concerning a Reſemblance betwixt our People and 
the Camizars, in bodily Agitations, Noiſe and Oſten- 
tation; it hath been more than ſufficiently cleared 
in the former Parts of this Letter. „ 
You conclude, by pretending to compare th 
Evidences that Mr. Webſter gives of Divine In- 
fluence as the true Spring of the extraordinary 
Work here, with the Evidences which Sir Ri- 
chard Buckley and Mr. Lacy give of the Commu- 


Souls 
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Souls of the Camizars. How you have ſacceeded 
in the Compariſon, and how much of Integrity ap- 
pears in your Quotations, will be abundantly evident 
to the Reader from Mr. Webſter's Preface, p. 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, and ſhall only ſay in his Words, That 
we have, with reſpectto vaſt Numbers of the Sub- 
jects of the preſent Work, ALL the Evidence of 
& gracious Operations by which one Man can judge 
* the State of. another, and that Mr. Fiſher has not 
„ pointed out any one eſſential Mark that is amiſſing; 
And therefore, ſuppoſe he could inſtance (which 
] muſt be allowed to think impoſſible) any given 
Number in any Age of the Chriſtian Church, call 
© them Camizars or what you will, in whom there 
* appeared the ſame Evidences of a genuine Work 
« of the Spirit of God, and that yet the Event ſhew- 
«* ed, from their all returning to Folly, that it was 
* not ſaving or real; there could nothing more be 
* inferred, than that Men to Appearance max bo real 
c Chriſtians, - while in Fact only nominal Chriſtians, 
* having a Form of Godlineſs, deſtitute of its Power. 
gut does it thence follow, that there are no true 
* Converts, or that we muſt not in the Judgment 
of Charity think well of any Man; and that, he- 
* cauſe ſome, once ſeemingly in the Way to Heaven, 
6 have drawn back into Perdition, we may fay of 
6 others, ſtill holding on in the Paths of Truth and 
6c ne! that they are alſo under a Delufion, 
& and muſt fall ſhort of the heavenly Felicity? Put 
„ the Caſe of a Man to Appearance juſt what Mr. 
Fiſher would have him to be, a Member of the 
« Aſſociate Presbytery, or one of their Adherents, 
“ openly and avowedly contending for what they 
* reckon Truth; ſtill this Man, ſeeming to be ſome- 
thing, might have only a vain Shew. Paul ſup- 
_ © poſes one. may carry a-Profeſſion ſo far as to re- 
. {iſt unto Blood, and give his Body to be burn'd, 


while ſtill deſtitute of Divine Love in his Soul *. 
1 1 Cor, 13. 3, 


66 But 


118 ( 54 ) | 
'* % ut Mr. Fiſher will not from thence infer, if ſuch a 
Man ſhould fall away, that all the Aſſociate Pref- 
* bytery and their Adherents muſt be under a De- 
* lafion, and will alſo apoftatize. And of Conſe- 
* quence he ought with us again to conclude, Allow- 
« ing that the Camixars, or any Sect you will, did 
« for a little ſeemingly bring forth the Fruits of the 
„ Spirit, and that After- experience proved their 
* Goodneſs to be only as the Morning-cloud and earl 
„ Dew that ſoon paſſeth away; nay, as obſerved, 
8 p- $. of this Letter, that ſhould it happen (which 
I pray God may not be the Caſe) that ſeveral 
«© Subjects of the preſent Work, who ſeemed to have 
« ſtarted fair, ſnall ſtop ſhort in the Chriſtian Courſe, 
their Impreſſions being but tranſient; — it can no 
more be reaſonably objected againſt the Sincerity of 
_ © others, than the paſſing Convictions of a Felix will 
prove that never any were truly converted under 
Paul's Miniſtry, or that there are no real Chriſtians 
* jn the World, becauſe many have a Name to live . 
* and are dead. Judas, ſeemingly not behind the 
** other Apoſtles, betrayed his Lord and Maſter ; and 
ph | — = reſt ſealed the Teſtimony of Jeſus with their 
, og,” | 
After all that hath been ſaid, let the Camixars, 
and the few of our People who have been under 
bodily Diſtreſs, be brought to the Teſt, and tried - 
by the Rule which Luther defired Melanchton to 
try the Anabaptiſts by in 'Germany, the manifeſt 
Difference will appear: The Camizars will be caſt 
by it, as under a Deluſion ; and ours will ſtand, 
as having an Evidence of a real Work of the Spirit 
of God, which they are deſtitute of. This is to be 
found in a Letter of Lather's eo Melanchton, cited 
by the Reverend Mr. Robert Fleming in his Great Ap- 
pearances of God for his Church under the Neu 252 
ment, Edinb. Edit. 1732, p. 115, 116. And, that 
£ ye may try their private Spirit, ye may try whe- 
ther they know Anguith of Mind, the 2 
353 «6 Iplri- 
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4e ſpiritual Birth, to be exerciſed about Death and 
Hell: If you hear all Things from them ſmooth: 
« and pleaſant, tho they call it deyout and religious, 
“ and ſhould ſay they have been raviſned into the 
« third Heaven, approve them not, becauſe they. 
© want the Sign of the Son of Man, the only Power 
« of Chriſtians, and ſure Searcher of Spirits. Would 
« you know the Place and Way of talking with God, 
& 1t is here; As 4 Lion he hath broken all my Bones, 
* and 1 was caſt forth from his Face; my Soul was 
e filled with Sorrows, and my Life drew. near unto 
Hell: Try therefore, and hear not of glorious 


« Jeſus, unleſs you knew he was crucified.” Thus 


doth that great Man write, Tome ſecond of his E- 


piſtles. By this Rule Mr. Blair and others tried the 


Counterfeits at Lochlearn, and rejected them, as not 
agreeing to it; by it Mr. Dickſon tried theſe at Irvine z: 


and by it we have tried our People, and, finding them 


agree to it, dare not but approve of them. And 
hereby they are eſſentially differenced from the Ca- 
Mixadvrs. 5 a 
Thus I have brought ng pn to your Review as 
far as p. 43. where you begin to conſider the Prin- 
ciples of the Promotets of this Work, eſpecially with 
reſpect to a boundleſs Toleration and Liberty of Con- 
ſcience. I am not yet reſolved, whether, if the Lord 
ſpare me, I ſhall take the Trouble to anſwer it any 
further, having ſufficiently vindicated my Preface and 
this bleſſed Work from your Exceptions, — The in- 
telligent Reader will obſerve, That you do not eſſa 
to prove the Charge of the Aſſociate Presbytery again 
the Promoters of this Work as pleading for a boundleſs 
Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, and ſo deſert 
their Paper as a ſlanderous Libel; — Tis further evi- 
dent, that the Proof you bring of Toleration-prin- 
ciples againſt us, is luck childiſh Quibbling as will be 
regarded by no Man of Senſe ; — That you meddle 
with little or nothing of the reaſoning Part of my Ad- 
dreſs to the Aſſociate Presbytery, and that what you 
meddle 
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eddie wid ie done Guby 255 ket Ki ad td = 
flons. Pheſe Things make an Anſwer the lefs Ro, 9 
Lary:; but, if I find at adviſable for undeceiving of fl 
Simple, you ſhall (Deo Valente) hear from me aſſo 
as I can/find Leiſure. 
In the mean Time, be it known to ydu (to neee 
Words of that great Man Mr. Dodridge, Sermon MM, 


Regeneration, p. 113.) God has begun to open and 
; eſtabliſh his Kingdom, tho you know'it-not; and has 
actually brought many poor Sinners into it, whom © 
you proudly deride, as ignorant and aceurſed, af 
That our. gracious G ay enlighten you, remove” 
your Miſtakes, -and Geyer as * Good," is the | 


ry 22 of, ws 


h Dear pale, 
ilfyeh, Jon. 1 10 2 a 8 et: 


| >: Fox 98 : F 1 6-255 : 
c ry 
, * E *% © 


0 2 


F. 99 > 
© FS 


P. 8. Tober D ry 1 had a Letter fr im Mr. „ Webſter,. 
wherem he 2 me to tube the firſt Opportunity wo 
of arqiiatring the publict, "That the Reverend” © 
Mr. Ralph Erckine” Letter here referred to, ank 
printed in the Poſtſeripr- to Divine Influence, Se. „ 

24 Edit. was taker a Copy ſent from Lon- k 
don; But Mr. Webſter having g juſt now received. f 
Mr. Welley's Journal, free that Mr. Welley 
fays he has printed only Part of Mr. Erskine; 
Letter; and Mr. Webſter wiſhes, Mr. Erie 
would publiſh the Whole of it, which pol bly es 

| vaſe”? more . on this Afr. | 


